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Why garden with wildlife or for biodiversity?
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England suffered the greatest 
decline with 65% fewer insects 
recorded in 2021 than in 2004. 
Wales recorded 55% fewer 
insects, whilst Scotland saw 
smallest decline, still with 28% 
fewer insects in 2021 when 
compared to 2004 figures.
5 May 2022



The foundations of gardening for ÂÉÏÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȣ

Food
Organic 
methods

WaterHand tools

Shelter !ÐÐÌÙ Ϋ 2ȭÓ
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Remember planning:

Å Survey to see what there

Å Assess light, soil & water

Å Physical structure of plant 
cover (vertical & horizontal)

Å Consider life cycles of plants 
e.g. annuals, biennials & 
perennials

Å Life cycles of animals e.g. 
insects larva vs imago

Å Think about food chains

Å 50% of space for nature



ȣÂÕÔ ÕÓÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÒÅÅÎ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍ
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ȣÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÒÁÐÙ ÂÙ ÇÒÅÅÎ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÐÒÅÓÃÒÉÂÉÎÇȢ
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Think about ecological connectivity?
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Box Hill

My Garden

River Mole Valley

Your Garden



Top 5 Tips ɀ HOW
5 ways to change from a gardener to a guardian



1. Protection ɀ making a garden safe for nature
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Å ORGANIC GARDENER!

Å Do not use chemicals

Å Encourage predators!

Å Do NOT use peat-based 

compost

Å Avoid cutting hedges in 

bird nesting season

Å No dig approach?



2. Biodiversity ɀ creating a wild habitat for nature
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Mature tree

Fruit trees

Hedgerow

Short grass

Long grass

Flowering shrubs

Herbs in pots

MAKE LAYERS



3. Permaculture - managing a forest garden
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4. No Mow May? ɀ NO reduce cutting all summer
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ÅLeave lawns to grow wild (cut annually) & mow paths for access

ÅLeave some long vegetation areas (cut every 2-3 years)

ÅDo not cut hedges between 1st March & 31st August



5. Sustainability ɀ applying the 8Rs to buying
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What about local plant swapping & freecycle schemes?



Top 5 Tips ɀ WHAT
5 ideas what to create in a green space for nature



1. Create an ARK ɀ return 50% of garden to nature
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2. Grow Wild - plant, grow & protect wildflowers

Best Insect Café Plants

ÅNepeta faassenii ɀ Dwarf 
Catmint

ÅLavendula angustifolia ɀ 
English Lavender

ÅSalvia nemorosa ɀWood 
Sage (Caradonna)

ÅErysimum bicolor ɀ Ȭ"Ï×ÌÅÓ 
-ÁÕÖÅȭ 7ÁÌÌÆÌÏ×ÅÒ

ÅVerbena bonariensis ɀ Purple 
Vervain
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Perennial wildflowers ɀ poor soil & wild grasses
OR

Annual wildflowers ɀ good soil & arable crops



3. Adapt to climate change ɀ create a gravel garden
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ÅCreate gravel 
garden areas

ÅPlant drought 
tolerant plants & 
herbs

ÅPlunge plant pots 
so less likely to 
dehydrate

ÅCapture rainwater 
more effectively

ÅStore rainfall for 
drought periods



4. Build shelters for native wildlife
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ÅBuild a Bug Hotel from pallets close to a 
hedge, shrub bed or pond;

ÅFill layers with bricks, sand, woodchips, 
hay, dry leaves & pine cones; or

ÅWhy not use your hedge cuttings or tree 
prunings to create a dead hedge;

ÅPile larger old logs into a habitat pile for 
insects & fungi to colonise; and

ÅConsider making boxes for birds, bats & 
wild bees to shelter & breed.


