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Why garden with wildlife or for biodiversity?

The State of
Surrey's Nature

© 44,242

species reviewed

12% 21% 3%
Extinct Under Increasing Notin
threat trouble

England suffered the greatest
decline with 65% fewer insects
recorded in 2021 than in 2004
Wales recorded 55% fewer
insects, whilst Scotland saw
smallest decline, still with 28%
fewer insects in 2021 when

compared to 2004 figures.
5 May 2022
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The foundations of gardeningfor AET AEOA OOE (

Remember planning:

A Survey to see what there
Organic A

methods Assess light, soil & water

A Physical structure of plant
cover (vertical & horizontal)

A Consider life cycles of plants
e.g. annuals, biennials &
perennials

Hand tools

A Life cycles of animals e.qg.
BB UV én(s)e&ts larva vs imago
A Think about food chains

A 50% of space for nature
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Think about ecological connectivity?

Box Hill

My Garden

River Mole Valley
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Top 5 Tipg HOW

5 ways tachangefrom a gardener to a guardian




1. Protection z making a garden safe for nature

aF v > % . "‘;‘» #
v y ULy ' S

SO waPothy . R A ORGANIC GARDENER!

A Do not use chemicals
A Encourage predators!

A Do NOT use peabased
- compost

A Avoid cutting hedges in
bird nesting season

A No dig approach?
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2. Biodiversity z creating a wild habitat for nature
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Mature tree

Hedgerow

Fruit trees

Long grass

Short grass

Flowering shrubs

Herbs in pots

MAKE LAYERS



3. Permaculture- managing a forest garden

THE SEVEN LAYERS OF A FOREST GARDEN

1. Canopy

2. Sub-canopy
3. Shrubs

4. Herbaceous
5. Underground
6. Groundcover
7. Vertical

10 4/30/2024 © All Rights Reserved Sorbus Learning CIC (CN: 13256751 UK)



11

4. No Mow May?z NO reducecutting all summer

A Leave lawns to grow wild (cut annually) & mow paths for access

A Leave some long vegetation areas (cut ever§ gears)
A Do not cut hedges betweerftMarch & 3%t August
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5. Sustainability z applying the 8Rs to buying

Rethink

your choices

Refure

single use

Reduce

consumption

Revse
everything

oId stuff
~ before you

‘ replace

be creatlve, ‘\./\

reinvent
G Recycle

last option

What about local plant swapping & freecycle schemes?
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Top 5 Tipg WHAT

5 ideas what tereate in a green space for nature




1. Create an ARK return 50% of garden tonature
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2. GrowWild - plant, grow & protect wildflowers

Best Insect Café Plants

ANepetafaasseniy Dwarf
Catmint

ALavendulaangustifolisz
English Lavender

ASaIvianemorosazWood
Sage Caradonna

AEryS|munb|coIorzO I =1
- AOOAG 7AIIEI

Perennial wildflowersz poor soil & wild grasses AVerbenebonariensiz Purple

OR V :
: : ervain
Annual wildflowers z good soil & arable crops
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3. Adapt to climate changez create a gavel garden

. A Create gravel
* garden areas

A Plant drought

tolerant plants &
herbs

A Plunge plant pots
so less likely to
dehydrate

A Capture rainwater
more effectively

A Store rainfall for
drought periods
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4. Build shelters for native wildlife
ABuild a Bug Hotel from pallets close to a
hedge, shrub bed or pond;

AFill layers with bricks, sand, woodchips,
hay, dry leaves & pine cones; or

AWhy not use your hedge cuttings or tree
pruningsto create a dead hedge;

APile larger old logs into a habitat pile for
Insects & fungi to colonise; and

AConsider making boxes for birds, bats &
wild bees to shelter & breed.
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