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 Foreword 

Marisa Heath 
 

It gives me great pleasure to write this foreword to the first issue of your magazine. In 

my role as Cabinet Member for Environment at Surrey County Council I am responsible 

for the Councilès ambitious plans for nature including - Biodiversity Net Gain, Local      

Nature Recovery Strategies, Land Management Plans Environmental Land Management 

payments and more, but the truth is that none of these plans will produce the beneficial 

effects we need to see, without significant action at the local level. We all hold the power 

to save nature, which is just about the most important thing we can do for our future, 

but there are few things more powerful than a whole community taking the initiative and working together 

to help nature. This is the reason why the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative is so important. 

 

Nature belongs to no-one, and it belongs to everyone. It is all around us from our gardens to our childrenès 

school plant projects on the windowsill to the bees and wasps around our pub drinks.  From the big places 

like Norbury Park to the tiny gardens in many new developments, they all have a role to play. Nothing is too 

small or humble as far as nature is concerned. But nature needs to grow and connect with itself. It cannot be 

kept in one place and expected to thrive and that is why the term åbiodiversity corridors or biodiversity lines 

(B-Lines)æ has become more common. If we welcome nature into all parts of our community as well as the 

countryside, then we will start to see real improvement and that is the way that society as a whole will halt 

the catastrophic decline of our wildlife.  

 

The grand plans are serious and necessary to help us identify and respond to what is important, but it is the 

local actions that make the biggest difference to nature and to the local community, because doing         

something for nature is also a way of building a stronger and more resilient community. Working together to 

help nature is another way that people get to know each other better and through new relationships and 

conversations, other good things happen. 

 

As the many contributions to this magazine show, if you are creating new habitats in your garden, or         

cultivating space for nature to flourish you are doing important work. If you are helping nature on public 

land like wild verges, looking after our countryside, planting new trees and hedges, you are doing important 

work. If you are growing window ledge plants, or seeking ways to green up urban areas you are doing     

important work. And if you are helping young or vulnerable people to engage with nature and learn how to 

love it, you are also doing such important work.  

 

I feel privileged to be Cabinet Member for Environment at Surrey County Council. Through this role I am em-

powered to take forward the big plans for nature recovery, but the truth is that the knowledge and capacity 

to help nature resides in you the community. You are the experts on the nature and biodiversity around you. 

You alone understand its needs and you can go beyond the strategies and plans and be the real champions 

for nature. For me, witnessing this is the ultimate privilege of trying to serve and help you. 

 

I wish you well in your nature pursuits ã there is no better place to be leading a biodiversity initiative than 

the 4B parishes and neighbourhoods and the beautiful Surrey Hills and Mole Valley. Through your example 

other parishes and neighbourhoods might be inspired. 
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Introduction 
 
This magazine celebrates several things. Firstly, it celebrates the fact that our WhatsApp Nature Group is one 

year old. The group was set up on the 11th of November 2023, following a request to establish the Group, 

by a member of the Betchworth Forum, 

a WhatsApp Group for people who live 

in and around Betchworth. Nearly 40   

people joined the Nature Group in the 

first few weeks and it soon became a 

lively community for sharing photos,  

experiences and knowledge of nature 

with posts every few days. During the 

months that followed, a number of   

people who live in Buckland, Brockham 

and Boxhill asked to join, and the 4Bs     

Nature Group now has over 100       

members. Itès fair to say that we are a 

thriving community with a shared love of 

nature, a keen interest in observing and 

learning about nature, and a concern for the health and vitality of our wildlife. 

 

Emerging from our shared love and concern for nature is a movement we are calling the 4Bs Biodiversity  

Initiative. Itès founded on a desire to not just admire and appreciate nature, but a willingness to help nature in 

useful, practical ways. For we are now aware of the damage we have inflicted on our planet, its atmosphere, 

oceans and biosphere, and we know there is an urgent need to change what we are doing in order to create 

a better future for the generations to come. Itès a realisation that we need to live for a future we will never 

experience ourselves otherwise there will not be a future for many living things. 

                                                                                                                           

The good news is we know that we can do something to help nature as individuals and as communities. By 

coming together to help nature recover we can deepen our sense of community. In February the Re-

Betchworth Charity was awarded a grant of £5000 to support a biodiversity initiative across the 4Bs. In 

March a small group of residents in the 4Bs got together to launch a 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative. By            

connecting people and organisations with an interest and concern for nature the initiative is creating a    

powerful and effective network to protect, nurture and enhance biodiversity across the landscape in and 

around the villages of Buckland, Betchworth, Brockham and Box Hill. The network involves residents, land 

owners, farmers, schools, Parish, Neighbourhood and District Councils and Nature/Environmental NGOs. Our 

second reason to celebrate is to mark the birth and initial steps of this new network for nature. 

 

Through a programme of education, research and knowledge sharing activities, the  biodiversity initiative is 

aiming to help the 4Bs community learn about nature: through opportunities for action to help nature the 

initiative is aiming to protect and enhance existing habitats and create new habitats for wildlife. In this way 

the whole community is helping nature recover and contributing to our Local Nature Recovery Strategy being 

developed by Surrey County Council. 

 

From its modest grant the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative sponsored a Gardening for Biodiversiy project is our first 

attempt to involve members of our community in a shared enterprise to help create new, safe, habitats for 

wildlife and help nature flourish by increasing the abundance and diversity of wildlife in our gardens. Much of 

the content of this magazine is a celebration of the efforts and commitment of people who are participating in 

the project. I would like to say a special thank you to everyone who has contributed to this magazine. By 

sharing your stories about helping nature, you will inspire others. You are the leaders of our biodiversity    

initiative. 
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We are privileged to live in a landscape which has been shaped by nature and people who make a living from 

working on the land. Our land workers are close to nature and they are aware that their own practices have      

significant consequences for wildlife. While our gardeners can do much to help wildlife at the small habitat 

scale, at the landscape scale it is our landowners and farmers who are the habitat protectors and creators. We 

are therefore delighted to include in this first issue of our magazine articles by the representatives of the two 

big estates in the 4Bs, who are also founding members of the 4Bs biodiversity network. 

 

We all stand on the shoulders of those who have gone before and I would like to acknowledge the            

contribution of Brockham residents, Paul Ritchie to our Gardening for Biodiversity Project. Paul and his wife 

Clare have devoted many years of their life to exemplifying how we can help nature flourish by transforming 

their own garden into a haven for wildlife. Paulès feature article (page 28) reveals just how much biodiversity 

our gardens can contain if we devote, time, effort and care to achieving this goal, while his Gardening for  

Biodiversity talks have inspired many of the participants in our initiative to do what they have done. 

 

Itès not easy to start a movement and we are 

being helped in our first year by seed      

funding from the Transition Network. But we 

will have to be resourceful if we are to     

sustain our initiative beyond March 2025 

when our funding comes to an end. Our 

small Biodiversity Initiative Team of           

volunteer residents and advisors is working 

hard to facilitate the coming together of   

residents, landowners and farmers, Parish, 

Neighbourhood and District Councils and 

Wildlife/Environmental NGOs, to help      

support and sustain the initiative and      

encourage and  empower the community to 

protect, nurture and enhance biodiversity across the 4Bs.  

 

You can discover more about the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative by visiting our website  

https://www.biodiversitypark.uk/ or watching the nature movies on our YouTube channel  

https://www.youtube.com/@biodiversitypark1 

 

Norman Jackson 

Magazine Editor & Coordinator of the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative  

 

 

Growing More Wildflowers 

Cultivating native wildflowers is one of the simplest things we can do to  

increase biodiversity in our own gardens while providing food for           

pollinating insects and perhaps birds and small mammals. Through our    

Gardening for Biodiversity project we have provided wildflower seed  

(Boston Birds and Butterfly perennial seed mix with some corn flower       

annuals), to 18 residents across the 4Bs to cultivate around 200 square 

metres of wildflowers in their own spaces. In October we launched a      

campaign to Grow a 1 Square Metre Wildflower Mini-Meadow.  We gave 

away over 60 packets of seed from our stall at the Re-Betchworth Applefest 

and 40 packets of seed to N Downs Primary School for sowing in the 

schoolès wildflower patch. 

https://www.biodiversitypark.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/@biodiversitypark1
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Cultivating Nature ã Tales from the Vegetable Patch 

Lindsey Hanson 
 

When we moved into our Buckland home around 17 years ago we inherited a well maintained vegetable plot. 

I was raring to go with plans of becoming self sufficient. But over the years these plans have been thwarted. 

A combination of slugs, rabbits, mice, rats, birds and squirrels meant that most of my attempts ended in     

failure. The hours spent carefully nurturing seedlings, the money spent on covering them with protective    

tunnels and trying in environmentally friendly ways to deter slugs all failed. The sweetcorn was demolished 

just before harvesting, the carrots were two inches long, the butternut squash flowers were eaten as were the 

lettuces, the list can go on. The odd courgette survived but it was hardly worth all the effort. 

 

So then I just let nature take its course 

and was thrilled to discover cinnabar 

caterpillars this summer on the      

ragwort growing there. I have planted 

an oak tree, horse chestnut and a 

hedge down the side of the plot and 

this year have planted wild flower 

seeds in three of the raised beds, the 

others being left to go wild naturally 

and to nurture my ragwort. I suppose 

you could say that growing veg in my 

plot was helping wildlife as they were 

eating it all, but I prefer plan B and 

look forward to an increase in insect 

life and birds in my garden. 

 

Even 5% Matters 

Rich Cobbold 
 

In 2022, after visiting the first Apple Press day 

organised by Re-Betchworth, we were very hap-

py to be gifted a small bag of wildflower seeds, 

along with the instruction to create a small 

wildflower area in our garden, to help build the       

Betchworth B-line - a straight line north to 

south of gardens with wildflower patches and 

meadows where bees and other pollinating  

insects could prosper. Now our garden isnèt 

very big, and the best we could offer is a 

roughly two square metre patch at the far end, 

which we dutifully fenced off, seeded, and then 

essentially left alone for the next 24 months. 

The net result has been impressive. Our mini 

meadow houses many species, and is attractive 

to all kinds of insects. That, and the overgrown 

nature of the patch has attracted birds, who have taken to nesting annually in our nest boxes. As a side     

benefit, giving 5% of my garden back to nature has also reduced the time it takes to mow my lawn by   

roughly the same figure! Doing something to help nature is better than doing  nothing. We have seen with 

our own eyes how giving just 5% of our garden back to nature makes a positive difference. 



у 

 

A Screen for Nature 
Phil Wickson 
 

A few years ago, with nature in mind, 

I decided to add a hedge as a screen 

near the bottom of our garden. Three 

high posts were fixed into the ground 

with Postcrete. Chicken wire was then 

nailed between them.  I planted ivy, 

jasmine, loganberry, climbing rose 

and clematis. This has allowed a    

variety of plants (berries for the birds, 

and nectar rich flowers for the       

insects) to establish themselves 

quickly. By year two it had reached 

its full  height. The advantage of this 

method is the hedge is less than two 

feet thick but stable and dense. 

 

The Joy of Creating a Wildlife Friendly Garden 

Simon & Anne Fellows 
 

Over recent years our interest in helping nature to flourish has grown and as we have tried to become more 

nature friendly. We have discovered how doing simple things in a small garden can add so many new habitats 

for wildlife. For example, we have butterfly- and bee- friendly Buddleia and Mallow Tree plants, bird feeders 

and 2 insect hotels (thanks Will Letts and Paul Fellows) and our çNo-Mow Mayè patch of lawn remains un-

mown and has a new çdead woodè pile within an old bench. 

 

But we were keen to do more and earlier 

this year we saw a flyer for a çGardening for 

Biodiversityè talk by local nature enthusiast 

Paul Ritchie. After the talk we were told 

about the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative and we 

were inspired by the idea of contributing to 

an initiative in which humans and nature 

thrive together. We pledged to build a bio-

diversity pond in May. The Biodiversity  

Initiative supplied the plants and pond-

lining whilst a tub was kindly provided by 

Paul Ritchie of Sorbus Learning.  

 

We moved a potted tree and replaced it with our tub ã  we 

had taken the first step in making our pond! We werenèt sure 

if the pond liner needed protecting inside the tub and decided 

it was better to be safe than sorry, laying an old sheet inside 

the tub before the liner. We used a bungee cord to hold the 

liner in place while we filled it with rain water from our water 

butt. 
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The British Pond Plants starter pack arrived, (a gift from the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative) with instructions and 

required potting immediately with aquatic compost. A friend provided the compost and we bought a bag of 

14mm gravel to hold the compost inside the pots. We grabbed empty pots from the shed, drilled loads of 

holes in them and potted our 10 plants.  

 

We cut away surplus liner and handed the pond over to nature to 

do the rest. Within a day or two, we were visited by a damselfly 

and acquired a resident diving beetle. We were keen to give nature 

a helping hand so we collected water from an established pond, 

along with two snails caught in the process, and added them to our 

pond.  

 

Making our pond has given us a lot of pleasure and we began 

watching eagerly to see how the new habitat we created became 

home to whatever wildlife wanted to move in! Within a month we 

had snails, worms, beetles, fleas, mosquito larvae and our own 2 

predators: dragonfly larvae (right). And this is just the beginning of 

life in the new habitat we have created. 

 

My Stumpery Home for Insects and Amphibians 

Bekki Morgan 
 

Iève been visiting RHS Wisley Gardens since I was a child but find myself going to the same areas of the    

garden each time. I have my favourite locations, whether that be to seek inspiration for seasonal planting, to 

admire the fruit orchard or to have a quiet picnic. However I rarely visit Battleston Hill (the area with the    

rhododendrons and azaleas). But on this occasion, I decided to explore a lesser-known area and that is when 

I came across the Stumpery nestled in a hollow, down a narrow path. I was really taken by the verdant greens 

of the ferns against the architectural logs and stumps, and imagined how the wildlife must love a habitat like 

that. So this inspired me to make my own stumpery and I had just the location in mind. 

 

The back wall of my home is east facing so, once the morning sun has passed, it is then in shadow. As a    

result it can look a gloomy when Ièm sitting on my garden bench at the other end of the garden. I always 

wondered how to brighten up this location and now I had my answer. I am lucky to live in an area backing on 

to private woodland so have ready access to fallen branches, mosses and ferns. Having collected a few choice 

rotting branches, with mosses already on them, I started experimenting with the çdesignè of my stumpery. As I 

donèt have much space, I ended up creating more of a log pile than a stumpery in the end. I also used old 
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hollow bricks and broken terracotta pots to give extra nooks for wildlife, along with obligatory pinecones. I 

filled a few gaps with soil which allowed me to plant ferns which gave the green/brown contrast I was looking 

for. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am so pleased how my stump pile (stumpery x log pile) has turned out,          

especially now that foxglove and herb robert have seeded into it. Until  

recently could only imagine the wildlife that was nestling within in.       

However I had to move one of the logs to repair a water-pipe that runs 

under my garden. On lifting just this one log I found a baby newt, called an 

eft I have since learnt. I do have a pond full of newts so it shouldnèt have 

surprised me to find a juvenile, but it brought great delight to see that my 

stump pile was a home to efts, as well as the beetles and spiders that I see 

more often.  

 

 

 

Whatès in the Drawers? 

Phil Wickson 
 

After working in Tokyo for ten years we wanted a house with a    

garden. We landed in Buckland in 2002. I have worked hard on the 

garden. It has evolved slowly. In recent years my focus has shifted 

to creating habitat for birds (more hedging, bird boxes and bird 

feeders) and encouraging insects. This July I popped down to the 

Earlswood Community Recycling Centre to look for a strong wooden 

box to make another insect hotel. I spotted a small £5 chest of 

drawers and adapted it a drill. One drawer contains straw. On  

drawer containers broken pottery and corrugated cardboard. Iève 

packed the top section with bamboo. Recently I moved the bug  

hotel to a sheltered location under an evergreen hedge for the   

winter. I havenèt peeked inside. But hopefully some critters will have 

found it. 
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My Wildlife Pond 

Jane Stewart  
 

Following a very interesting talk by Paul Ritchie about bringing more biodiversity into my garden, I decided 

that my garden needed a pond and opted for the pond starter kit being offered by the Gardening for        

Biodiversity initiative. The pond liner arrived together with a gift of pond plants and some advice on where to 

position our pond. After breaking up from school, I started work on our pond. The initial work involved      

relocating a bed of Crocosmia and following this, several days of digging commenced. The pond was first dug 

in a rectangle shape but we realised that adding some curves would make the pond look more natural. Whilst 

digging the pond, we saw a newt and an Amber Snail and we had evidence of a visit from a fox too. The 

pond now has a colony of mosquito larvae, which hopefully will attract some other visitors. Although, not 

quite finished we are really pleased to have decided to create a pond habitat for the wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helping Wildflowers & Insects 
Rachel Studholm 
 
Last year we had to widen our drive and in the process we lost a lot of turf on 
the bank. We decided to replace it with wildflower turf which has taken really 
well and we hope will continue to encourage more pollinating insects. 
 
After attending Paul Ritchieès talk on Gardening for Biodiversity I decided to 
add an insect shelter to my garden. I cleared a patch to position my bug hotel 
and then to plant wildflower seed, with a few established plants from Hope 
Nursery including Ragged Robin, Valerian and a couple of others that I've  



мн 

 

forgotten the name of!! I have also started a log and stick pile so with all these approaches we are hoping to 
create a better habitat for insects to thrive.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary the Virgin Church, Buckland:                                                                                         

A wonderful place to encourage biodiversity 

Everett Leeds 
 

Having looked after the 50+ standard roses and the churchyard in general until recently, and thinking about 

its potential, I have always been struck by the lack of bird life and nature in general that could and should 

inhabit the space. When attending to the hedge for its annual prune I think I have only found a couple of old 

birds nests in total. Admittedly its structure is quite open so perhaps it is not very conducive to many of our 

feathered friends.  

 

One year, well before 

covid, I noticed  a 

large amount of small 

exit holes in the grass 

in the vicinity of the 

west end of the 

church between the 

two paths. I suspected 

that they might be 

voles, and thinking 

that they would be 

nocturnal in habit I 

resolved to come up 

to the churchyard in 

the late evening to 

see what transpired. 

So, well into the darkness I sat with baited breath for a couple of hours, but sadly I noticed nothing except to 

hear the occasional hoot from Tawney Owls in the far distance! My mind turned to thoughts of çleave it to the 

owlsè and perhaps encourage them to inhabit the area. Such is the way that nature stimulates our             
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imagination. At home, I found an old wooden pallet and from it I built a couple of large nest boxes suitable 

for owls. The churchyard has a number of very large yew trees so I put one box at the west end and one at 

the east, both approximately 15-20 metres above ground level. As far as I can ascertain, they have not been 

taken up by these engaging raptors ã but there is always the possibilityäand that is the point of trying. 

 

Thinking also about other hedgerow birds I have fixed bird boxes suitable for robins and tits on all the other 

trees: but I donèt believe they have had residents so far. I have noticed that some of the shop bought boxes, 

have not lasted very long before coming apart in some degree.  We have two regular visitors which I call  

Robin East and the other Robin West, named after their territories, but, in spite of searching, I have never 

found their nests. 

 

I have also planted wild flower seed on one or two of the graves delineated by stone surrounds with varying 

degrees of success and have noticed some butterfly activity. There is a sporadic wild planting of stinging   

nettles, mainly on the periphery  that are useful for certain butterfly types and of course the usual blackberry 

rooting itself in arching wands. There is also a very old crab-apple tree that sometime bears fruit and I have 

found evidence of foxès toilet nearby. I have never yet seen a hedgehog and only once some toilet. There has 

been some badger activity, where the top grass has been disturbed but I can only recall one instance of that 

to my knowledge.  

 

Yes, we do have moles! Curiously and thankfully they do not seem to work all year through. It seems like 

short bursts of activity is their M.O. and usually nearer the east end although this year (2024) they have been 

active further down towards the compost heap area. The soil they leave is great for potting but the stones 

they bring up at the same time can be hazardous for the strimming workmen! 

 

For several years now there has been a movement towards letting grasses grow wild in churchyards with the 

occasional mown winding path between gravestones. This is very attractive to pollinators but the people who 

live in this area might possibly take time to come to terms with it here. One thing though, reducing the 

amount of mowing, would help the churchyard funds as well as biodiversity! 

 

Editor: The gardeners and guardians of the church garden, with the help of some toddlers, sowed wildflower 

seed to enhance plant biodiversity in the church garden.  

 

 

Buckland Toddlers Go Wild in the Church Garden 

Debbie Jones 
 

The 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative is for everyone, but Buckland can justly lay claim to the youngest participants 

when 4 intrepid toddlers and their mums ventured out on a rather rainy and cold Tuesday in October to sow 

wild flower seeds. 

 

 

St Maryès Church 

Gardeners       

preparing the 

ground and     

sowing some 

wildflower seed. 
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But how did this come about? Some time ago I was approached by the lovely people that look after St Maryès 

churchyard (çthe gardenersè) to  ask if the toddler group children would like to get involved in sowing some 

wildflower seeds. The gardeners had cleared and prepared the soil in an area about 3 x 4m by the rear gate 

of the churchyard ready to cultivate a patch of wild flowers with seed donated by the 4Bs Biodiversity         

Initiative. 

 

I thought that this was a really nice idea and so did the mums / carers / grandparents that come to the   

Betchworth and Buckland Toddler Group. In the event some forgot to bring their wellies and coats ã but 

nonetheless we mustered four keen children. After our snack time we set out to the church. The gardeners 

were there to welcome us and had even opened the vestry so that we could shelter indoors in the event of a 

downpour. 

 

Everyone took a turn at putting their packet of seeds in the bucket and stirring the mix with the sand. Then 

handfuls of the sandy mix were scattered on the earth and trampled a bit. Pictures were taken of this very 

joyful activity and we hope that these will also be published in the St Maryès Parish Magazine.  

 

Some of the mums and toddlers sowing the wildflower seeds. 

 

We read a lot about the benefits of being amongst nature or doing something for nature but I cannot          

emphasise how wonderful this activity was ã children and parents absolutely loved it. The children will also be 

given a packet of seeds to plant in their gardens at home. Such simple acts are special in a childès life and it 

was also an important moment for mums and carers too. 

 

Betchworth & Buckland Toddler Group meets from 10 ã 12 every Tuesday in Buckland Reading Room. We 

provide tea and coffee for the grown ups, drinks and snacks for the children, different craft activities each 

week and we finish with singing and a story. Weère quite small and generally not too noisy. We welcome all 

ages from babies to grandparents. 

 

Acknowledgements Thank you to çthe gardenersè Rachel, Leigh and Duncan for preparing the ground and to 

the mums who gave their permission for the photos to be published in the magazine. 
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The Joy of Watching Nature Make the Most of a New Habitat 
Suzy Stevens 
 
Earlier this summer, having attended an inspiring talk about 'Biodiversity in your Garden', it became apparent 

that my own garden lacked any water features to attract wildlife. I signed up for a pond starter kit- a pond 

liner and selection of native pond plants from the 4Bs biodiversity initiative. 

 

I set about looking for a suitable location for my pond. What was supposed to be a small project turned into 

a much bigger job than anticipated. I started on my overgrown patio and uncovered a flower bed but as I dug 

deeper I discovered an old fish pond under the patio.  

 
My patio at the start of my wildlife pond project  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The wildlife pond I created 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have done my best to adapt the old fish pond into a wildlife pond creating shallow rocky edges and         

arranging branches to allow amphibians better access in and out of the water. I have added plants in and 

around the water to attract insects and other wildlife. Its interesting to see how one thing leads to another as 

I am now building a hibernaculum next to the pond to provide overwinter space particularly for amphibians 

and reptiles. 

 

It is early days for the pond to be properly established but there are promising signs. Pond skaters, diving 

beetles and mosquito larvae have already moved in and I am delighted to see lots of dragonflies flying 
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around and settling on the plants. Insects such as hover flies, honey bees and wasps now come and drink 

from the damp stones. I have also seen three sloe worms and even a great crested newt nearby!! 

 
My pond in a patio may not be judged as a wildlife pond in the truest sense of the term but I have made the 
most of the resources I had. Providing a source of water has definitely benefited the wildlife in my garden and 
the surrounding area. It gives me great pleasure to sit and watch nature move and make the most of the new 
habitat I created. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Not One but Two Wildlife Ponds 

Debbie Jones 
 

Of course Ièd love to put a pond in my garden, so without more ado I put my hand up to receive a pond   

starter kit at the conclusion of an inspiring talk about a 

wildlife gardening given by Paul Ritchie. Hearing someone 

speak with such enthusiasm infects you. 

 

I hadnèt put a lot of thought (well none really) into where I 

would site this pond and with a garden almost  entirely on 

a slope there wasnèt an obvious place to put it. There    

ensued a lot of watching pond experts on YouTube and of 

course googling advice on how to build ponds. A project 

like this requires us to learn. 

 

Then the liner and plants arrived!! A decision had to be 

reached and I concluded that the best thing to do was to 

construct a bucket pond. I purchased a half plastic barrel ã 

plastic because Ièd read that wood barrels could be painted 

with something harmful to wildlife ã but as I was lining the 

barrel this probably wouldnèt have mattered? Then I saw 

that a neighbour was offering a large container suitable for 

a container pond. So now I had 2 potential ponds. I then 

realised that I needed pots to plant up the aquatic plants 

that Ièd received, so I ordered some on Amazon.             

Unfortunately, I got the dimensions wrong and they were 
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miniscule and were promptly returned. I got round this (as time was running short I felt) by drilling holes in 

ordinary black plastic pots (another YouTube workaround).   

 

And the work went on! I lined the first barrel and piled the bricks in to bring the level up for the plants.     

Getting rain water for the pond was also a bit tricky as I donèt have a rain water butt and it wasnèt raining a 

great deal. I contemplated raiding neighbours water barrels but in the end it rained sufficiently to fill the 

ponds. Three months on the water is crystal clear and the plants are certainly flourishing. I can see that I have 

created a new habitat for wildlife and I am looking forward to seeing how it finds its way into my ponds. 

Would I do it again? Of course I would. Doing something positive for nature makes you feel good. 

 

Our Family Projects to Help Nature 

William Kervin 
 

In 2017, my brother built a pond for his DofE skill. It has been a wonderful addition to the garden attracting 

birds, bees. frogs, newts, birds and a grass snake! My Dad then got into beekeeping during the pandemic 

which inspired us to do something to support insects. In 2021, we decided to transform a grass lawn into 

something far more vibrant and beneficial for local wildlifeäa wildflower meadow. 

 

The grass, which supported limited biodiversity, was removed, and in its place, we sowed a mix of annual and 

perennial wildflower seeds. Our aim was to create a haven where wildlife could flourish, and the results have 

exceeded our expectations. 

 

As the photos reveal, the meadow is now a thriving habitat, buzzing with life. Bees busily buzz from flower to 

flower, while butterflies dance gracefully across the meadow. Itès been incredibly rewarding to watch this 

space evolve. The meadow has also provided cover for small mammals like mice, which in turn, might attract 

owls and other birds of prey. Even the holes created by the mice are put to good use, providing perfect   

nesting sites for bumblebees. 

 

Now, four years on, the number and diversity of butterflies have noticeably increased. This year weève seen 

Painted Ladies, Red Admirals, Commas, Peacocks, Meadow Browns, Gatekeepers, Skippers, Marbled Whites, 

Blues, Brimstones, Small and Large Whites, Speckled Woods, Ringlets, and Small Coppers. 

 

While maintaining the meadowäcutting it in the autumn and raking up all the hayäis hard work, it saves 

time not having to mow the lawn every week. And the effort is well worth it when we see how much life the 

meadow now supports. 
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Creating a wildflower meadow has been a truly rewarding experience. Watching different species of flowers 

and insects appear over the summer is a joy, and we hope itès helping to support local biodiversity. We would 

definitely recommend making a wildflower area, however big or small.  

 

Nurturing Biodiversity Alongside Countryside Access 

Ed & Sian Winter 
 

Enabling people who respect nature to access the countryside, is an important responsibility of landowners. 

We are very fortunate to have an åextendedå garden in the form of adjoining fields. A public footpath runs for 

150m along the edge of one of these fields and we have encouraged biodiversity along the whole length of 

that path without inhibiting walkers and their dogs. On one side we have left around 15m width of            

undisturbed hedgerow. What was previously a narrow, sparse and stunted hedgerow has now grown to     

provide a diverse habitat not only for plants but also many rodents.  This in turn has provided a hunting 

ground for a variety of owls and other birds of prey. Whilst the wide footpath allows walkers and their dogs 

freedom, on the other side of the path we planted a woodland 10 years ago, using mostly small whips of  

indigenous species, protected by a 4æ mesh fence that even the smallest Jack Russell canèt penetrate. The  

undisturbed woodland has thrived and grown dense over the years and now provides a safe haven for 

ground nesting birds. We also added a stumpery which, with its natural larder of invertebrates, is a perfect 

åhedgehog refugeå. The other sides of the woodland are bounded by a larger gauge fence, allowing both 

ground nesting birds and their natural predators freedom of movement.  
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Replacing One Wildlife Habitat with Another  

Cathy Honey 
 

It's always sad to witness the demise of a beautiful tree. Earlier this year, for safety reasons, we had to fell our 

beautiful and majestic copper beech tree that had stood in the grounds of our house for over 100 years. The 

tree would have been home to many insects and animals and such a presence can never be replaced, but the 

empty space created an opportunity for another type of wildlife habitat to be created. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I saw the advert in the WhatsApp Nature Group for free 

wildflower seed as part of the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative 

and received a generous donation.  

 

I had read that wildflowers prefer impoverished soil, so 

we set to work to clear the weeds and rake all the bark 

and wood debris that covered the patch where the tree 

had been ã it was a real challenge to clear. After many 

days of wet weather we finally sowed the seed in late 

October and it will be interesting to see if the seeds 

will germinate and flourish, assuming they donèt get 

munched by the resident rabbits and birds! 

 

 

My New Insect Hotel 

Meike Laurenson 
 

Here is my insect hotel installed earlier this year kindly 

provided by the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative. I cleared the 

front of comfrey, sowed wild flower seeds, now covered 

with birch leaves and surrounded it with logs. Will see 

how it goes next year! 
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Hedging my bets.... My first attempt at building a dead hedge 

Richard Savill 
 

After attending the inspiring garden woodland talk by Paul 

Ritchie, I decided to have a go at creating a dead hedge. Dead 

hedges are made of fallen or cut branches and twigs woven 

together between stakes to form a barrier.  As the hedge rots 

down, the nutrients are recycled back into the earth below, and 

carbon captured rather than released into the atmosphere 

when burnt. The hedge is maintained by adding more       

branches. 

 

They require a bit of effort to make but are easy to build and 

once made they provide a habitat for birds, insects, mammals, 

reptiles and amphibians. As you will see from the photographs 

its very much a work in progress, but I'm quite pleased with 

the results so far and it's very satisfying to see it slowly  

Develop as the branches are woven together. I look forward to 

discovering the wildlife that will make it their home. 

 

 

 

 

Brockhamès Blooming Village Planters  

Karen Gargani 
 

A few years ago the Brockham Parish Council bought 9 planters for around the village and a local nursery 

planted them up.  The Council wanted to promote community collaboration in creating a green link through 

the village by filling each planter with pollinating plants which the residents cared for.  The photos show two 

examples of local residents working for nature and their community. 

 

The Parish Council are        

delighted to share that       

several wonderful volunteers 

have stepped forward to take 

care of these village planters, 

with sponsorship from the 

Parish Council (payment for 

plants and earth) to enable 

their gardening creativity. 

Their dedication and hard 

work have brought a burst of 

colour to the village, with 

beautiful new plants helping 

biodiversity where none would 

have existed on a standard 

grass verge. 
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From Brownfield Site to Enchanted Glade: 

Helping Nature Reclaim Betchworth Station Goods Yard 

Geoff Potter & Judith Potter 
 

From Green Fields to Steam Trains 

Betchworth Station has a long history, stretching back some 175 years to when the Reading, Guildford &  

Reigate Railway Company purchased land from Sir Benjamin Brodie, to build what is now The North Downs 

Line. Betchworth Station is particularly im-

portant in the history of this line as in August 

1847 there was a lavish event here with     

marquees, a procession with music, banners 

and flags where many people gathered, in-

cluding many dignitaries and representatives 

of other Railways. The occasion was a         

ceremony to mark the first spade full of soil 

being dug for this line, using a silver spade 

(with a polished mahogany handle) being 

carefully placed in a polished mahogany 

wheelbarrow which was wheeled away to the 

loud cheers of the crowds. This was all       

followed up by a splendid meal for 250     

people in the marquee. How I wish we could 

have been there. Thus, was born the 45 mile route now known as the North Downs Line. 

 

Our Part in the Continuing Story 

We purchased the Station Building and Forecourt in 2019 and this year marks the 175th anniversary of the 

opening of the line. We are very proud indeed to be the current owners of this important Landmark Building 

in Betchworth, and are doing our best to keep it in top condition for the numerous 'caretakers' that will own 

it after us in years to come, and for the benefit of those living in and around Betchworth and their future 

generations. 

 

In December 2023, we were given the opportunity to buy the adjacent Goods Yard and thrilled by this     

unexpected invitation, we followed this up and our purchase was completed in June this year. The Goods 

Yard has a long and colourful history, which we are still researching. It has clearly been used for most of its 

life as a Coal Yard, with sidings to receive the coal and a crane to offload it, the base of which is still here 

today.  There have been numerous attempts to use it for equipment storage, as a waste transfer station, 2 

Houses and many more such varied ideas, but planning permission has not been forthcoming for most of 

these. The main problem is that the land is essentially contaminated (with coal): it remains a Brownfield site 

that is difficult to do anything with. The situation has been made more difficult recently with the import of 

tons of low grade hardcore and gravel in a botched attempt to open a car park without planning permission, 

 

We did not purchase the land for financial gain, although it is clear that the land that we now own has a   

value, rather we took the opportunity to buy the Goods Yard to give us more control about what goes on 

there. There are still many covenants and restrictions related to the land, including the requirement for     

approval from Network Rail about what goes on in there, but one unexpected aspect that has arisen recently 

is the Policy of the new Labour Government to build affordable homes everywhere with updated planning 

rules for potential sites in the Green Belt area, particularly Brownfield sites. This makes the Goods Yard more 

attractive to developers and those with a quota to meet, such as the Local Authority and Network Rail, but 

whilst not ignoring this situation, development of the Goods Yard is not something we are looking to do in 

the near future. 
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Back to Nature 

We would like to let nature lead the way in recreating an inspiring natural environment in the Goods Yard 

with some gentle guidance from us. We have identified three trees with Ash Dieback that will be felled soon 

from which we will be keeping some of the wood to create log piles, but other than that, the trees, shrubs 

and wild flowers that are growing are doing well and with some careful management, will with time, naturally 

turn the Goods Yard back into an enchanting glade, very much as it was when we first arrived in 2019.  

 

We are grateful for the help that we have already been given and our current plan is to assess the extent of 

the ground consolidation after 175 years of use and see just how far down it is to the soil level by making 

eight or so test drills. We are gathering ideas and information from many sources with a view to either      

creating a new wildlife environment or making good use of the one we have and we look forward to any    

advice and assistance the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative can give us. We are particularly grateful for the expert 

advice of local ecologist Paul Ritchie, so that what is essentially now a wasteland can be turned back into 

something that has a more inspiring purpose where trains and wildlife can live happily together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Goods Yard 

Whilst the Goods Yard (or Coal Yard) will always be just that in Historical records, (quite rightly) and probably 

well into the future as well, we think it could do with a more endearing everyday familiar name, so we will be 

seeking inspiration from the land itself to provide us with something apt that will give it a personality of its 

own. 

 

 

Editor: The 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative Team is delighted that Geoff and Judith have decided to help nature    

recover in this way. We made a small donation of wildflower seed to sow a 50sq metre gravely area. 
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From Brambly Chaos to Ponds and Sedges  

Norman Jackson 
 

Brambles have value for wildlife but they are highly invasive and can stifle other plant life. This is exactly what 

happened to the small woodland next to our garden and Ièm ashamed to say, it was neglected for many years. 

A few years ago I realised just how much of the woods had been invaded by bramble and as custodian I had 

to act on behalf of the woodland  In particular, there had been an area in the centre of the woods that used 

to have lots of yellow iris, but it had become completely overgrown with impenetrable 2m high brambles. I 

decided that I would have a go at trying to restore the area.  For several days in April my son and I hacked 

and chopped the dense bramble and in the process rediscovered the small patch of iris. I became hopeful 

that if we gave it a chance by illuminating the opposition, it would recolonise the area again.  

 

 

 

The photos 

show the 

scale of our 

project and 

the           

devastation 

caused by our 

chopping and 

digging. But 

this sort of 

destruction is 

sometimes 

necessary to 

help nature 

recover.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we toiled we chatted and the idea of making a little pond was discussed. I had often entertained the idea 

of making a pond in the woods which often has surface water and, with his enthusiasm and energy, this 

seemed like a golden opportunity. At the top of the woods there is a spring line where the water table       

intersects the surface and ground water seeps across the surface. We noticed that where we had been cutting 

the brambles, where there was a small depression it filled with water. So we decided to dig a bigger           

depression in the waterlogged clay. It was very messy but using a combination of digging and scooping mud 

with a bucket,  we eventually had a muddy depression which slowly filled with water.  

 

Over the next week the idea of making a line of ponds, to create a new wildlife habitat and improve the aes-

thetic appeal of this neglected patch, took hold. I spent many hours digging in the clay and gradually our   

initial pond turned into several small ponds along the ditch line and some of these were joined. I helped 

speed up the nature recovery process by transplanting a few sedges and ferns that had been growing else-

where in the woods. 
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My initial goal was to cut down the brambles and hope that this act would give nature a fighting chance to 

rejuvenate the area. The small muddy water     

feature just grew out of this activity but added a 

new habitat to the area. Over the next few weeks I 

continued digging up bramble roots and then I 

left it to let nature take its course.  

 

The really good thing about helping nature is the 

speed of recovery. Within a few weeks of causing 

so much destruction plants started to recolonise 

the area. There were some brambles but nothing 

like before. The main colonisers were sedges that 

sprung up everywhere, with occasional ferns and 

thistles. The sedges I had planted also began to 

sprout new leaves. A few months on and this 

clearing in the woodland was filled with tall   

sedges, ferns and grasses and a variety of wild-

flowers. These in turn attracted butterflies.  

 

It was an education to see how 

clearing an invasive plant could 

create the space for              

colonisation and increased    

biodiversity so quickly. It 

spurred me on to clearing    

other brambly areas to create 

several more watery glades 

with transient ponds which 

quickly become colonised with 

sedges and ferns to provide a 

new habitat for insects, newts 

and frogs. I noticed deer    

footprints in the mud so they 

are benefitting too. 

 

To watch my çI made a pond in the woods movieè visit                                                                              

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xAR6SqeTHU&t=208s 

 

 


