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The Second Issue of Our Nature Magazine 
 

Welcome to the second issue of the 4Bôs Nature Magazine which is being produced by the 4Bs 

Biodiversity Initiative Team for the members of the 4Bs WhatsApp Nature Group and all who live 

in and around the villages of Betchworth, Buckland, Brockham and Boxhill  The Magazine is our 

vehicle for sharing and curating information about the ways our community is appreciating and 

helping nature. 
 

A lot has happened in the last 6 months to help nature and our magazine celebrates the      

achievements of our community. We are very grateful to all of our contributors for sharing their 

interesting and inspiring stories.  
 

We are delighted to report that the 4Bs biodiversity initiative, which began in March 2024, is alive 

and kicking, thanks to the determination of our small band of volunteers (see below). The year-

long funded project came to an end in March 2025 but the initiative is being continued thanks to 

the generosity of the Re-Betchworth Charity. The initiative is now part of the Charityôs portfolio of 

work, aimed at mitigating climate change and creating a greener, more biodiverse and              

sustainable local environment. We are grateful to all who support our efforts and to Betchworth 

Parish Council, Brockham Parish Council and Betchworth & Buckland Society for their financial 

support. 

 



п 

 

The 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative Team  

We are a small band of resident volunteers who believe that helping nature to flourish is an       

important responsibility and important to creating a more sustainable future for generations to 

come. We are aiming to expand our team and if you are interested in nature and willing to help, 

please do get in touch with me - norman jackson biodiversityinitiative1@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4Bs WhatsApp Nature Group 

The Group is for residents of Betchworth, Buckland, Brockham and Boxhill who are interested in 

nature. Over the last 18 months the membership has grown to 125 members, and it is the most 

interesting, caring, vibrant and positive community. The daily conversations and sharing of        

stories, photographs and videos is good for my wellbeing and they remind me I am amongst 

friends who care about the natural world that surrounds us. Here is a selection of the many       

photographs posted in the last few months. If you are not a member of the group and you would 

like to join, please text me 07810462403 your mobile number and I will add you to the group.  
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Creating New Habitats for Wildlife  

in a Neglected Part of Our Garden 

Malcolm Morgan 
 

We live In Betchworth, and we have a long garden divided into a formal and informal area. The 

bottom half of the garden has been left to its own devices for a few years, a home to surplus 

building materials and hedge cuttings.  It is where we have had fires and make compost in five big 

bins. Just before Christmas we decided to get a grip of the bottom area of the garden.  Instead of 

letting nature run riot we decided to manage it more actively.  We settled on a series of small    

projects.  Some were basic, such as mowing and raking to improve access and turning over the 

compost bins, and some were more substantial. 

Our first substantial project was to build a dead hedge which is a wonderful habitat providing     

hiding places and nesting habitats for all sorts of creatures, as well as food for insects. In part, 

this was the necessary replacement of a collapsed wire netting fence, and in part it provided an 

alternative solution to burning our hedge cuttings.  We have decided not to burn as much, which 

is tough as I love a good fire.   

The first step was cutting back a heavily overgrown laurel, stripping and binning the leaves but 

keeping the branches.  We needed 36 six-foot stakes and struggled to find a supplier of posts in 

Surrey at a sensible price.  In the end my brother found a farm supply shop near him selling posts 

for Ã2 a unit, a fraction of the Surrey prices.  We installed the first row of posts 150cm apart, a 

second parallel row was put in with a 75cm gap: these were offset from the first row, to create a 

zigzag.  Fortunately, because of all the rain the ground was soft ï doing it in the summer would be 

a nightmare.  It was then a simple task to clear the ground of hedge cuttings, ash limbs and any 

wood we had lying around. This was stacked between the posts.  The photographs in Figure 1 

show the evolution of our dead hedge. 

Figure 1 Evolution of our dead hedge habitat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you asked us what we would change having completed the job it would be to increase the 

space between the rows from 75cm to 90cm.  It feels tall and thin rather than dense.  Also, we  

forgot to leave a clear hedgehog sized hole at ground level. 
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Our second project was to build a pond.  We had two tyres that had been tree swings.  To         

dispose of these would cost Ã5 per tire plus a trip to Leatherhead tip.  Instead, we decided to use 

them to form the walls of a pond (Figure 2).  

Figure 2 Evolution of our wildlife pond habitat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We cut the wall off one tyre and with the help of our strong son and a set of levers turned the tyre 

inside out (Fig 2 A).  This made the tyres sit together well.  We dug a hole deep enough to bury 

the bottom tyre (Fig 2 B). We bought a cheap pond liner (Ã17 from Amazon).  A layer of spare 

sand protected the bottom, and we filled the pond at the same time as fitting the liner (Fig 2 C). 

The shape of the pond is useful as the tyre walls provide a hidden water reservoir at the bottom 

and a shelf for plants in due course.  If I were a tadpole, I would live there.  We used the spoil 

from the hole to bank up to the level of the tyre top.  We had spare rock and stone from a defunct 

rockery. These we have piled round. The overall effect is pleasing (Fig 2 D). We still need to plant 

up between the rocks and around the pond ï the soil is very heavy and will need some sand and 

compost to make planting successful.  Come March we will put in some natural oxygenating 

plants.  What would we do differently?  We are concerned that a cheap Amazon liner may prove a 

false economy though at the time it looked sound. 

Our third project was to build a scrape, a shallow gravel filled damp area to provide an                

environment and water source for birds and insects for whom the pond is unattractive (Figure 3).   

Figure 3 Evolution of our scrape wildlife habitat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To begin with we chose a broadly flat piece of ground, then dug a shallow space approximately 

two square metres in area and 10 cm deep (Fig 3 A). A cheap Amazon pond liner was used to 



у 

 

provide a waterproof membrane. We used old brick ends to form a 10 cm lip with any remaining 

spoil used to bring the outer floor level up to the top of the bricks (Fig 3 B). We bought seven bags 

of 1cm and 2cm rounded gravel for c. Ã30 from Wickes.  We used the gravel to hold the liner in 

place and to fill the scrape up to the new ground level (Fig 3C). Finally, we placed old paving 

slabs to cover the top edge of the liner. (Fig 3 D). So far so good. It holds water but given the 

amount of rain we have had this might be an illusion. 

Knowing what we now know, what would we do differently?  Our concern is the quality of the liner 

- will it hold water or will it puncture.  Though we were very careful one tiny hole will allow the   

water to seep away.  Also, though the scrape is a worthy effort, all we have read suggests in  

practice it will be too small.  Will we spend a summer topping it up? 

Creating new habitats for wildlife inspires us to do more. So, what comes next?  We need to plant 

around the work.  The dead hedge looks raw and needs planting to hold moisture if it is to rot.  

Maybe pile leaves at the bottom. ï Any suggestions would be welcome.  The pond and the scrape 

need active planting. Some better soil and time and nature will help.  You will see us carrying 

dandelion clocks down there. 

Our next project will be a stag beetle castle.  We are on the look-out for some hard wood logs to 

half bury in the ground to provide a habitat for this my favourite insect.  Would Ash work?  And we 

have some remaining ridge tiles and bricks that lend themselves to form a hedgehog house. 

We will be growing hedgerow herbs from seed for the first time this year.  Chosen in truth for the 

great names ï Borage, Comfrey, Lovage, Hyssop.  These will be planted in drifts ï try as we may 

we still need some semblance of order and defined patches of planting.  We are collecting egg 

boxes and yoghurt cartons in which to plant our seeds - March will be busy.   

Finally, the thing we have enjoyed most is no longer being daunted by a wilderness at the bottom 

of the garden. For a modest cost, and the active reuse of waste, we have made small but interest-

ing and hopefully appealing habitats for wildlife.  Even if the results donôt work perfectly, it has 

been great to simply have a go at helping nature.   

Malcolm is a member of the 4Bs WhatsApp Nature Group 

 

Nurturing the Rectory Green Wildflower Habitat 

Dominic Sanders & Alan Horden 
 

One of the aims of the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative is to 

forge new partnerships for nature between communities 

and landowners, and this collaboration with the Buckland 

Estate, is our first example. 

Rectory Green on Rectory Lane in the parish of Buckland 

(Figure 1) covers an area of about 2600 sq metres most 

of which is left uncut during the summer months.  

 

                 Figure 1 Location of Rectory Green, Buckland  

 

Previously known as Parsonôs Green in 1653 and        

Parsonage Green c.1762, an archaeological dig in 2013 

suggested that Rectory Green was the centre of        

Buckland village from before Domesday to c.1350. It may 
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have been the site of the first church in the area. From a biodiversity perspective, its            

significance lies in the fact that it has remained undisturbed for a long period of therefore 

there might be rare plants and animal species amongst its grasses. Rectory Green therefore 

provides a rare species-rich grassland habitat. However, the Green is dominated by grass 

species which out-compete the wildflowers (Figure 2 left). 

Figure 2  (Left) Rectory Green August 2024 showing the dominance of grasses and part of the 
mown pathway around the perimeter. (Right) after grass cutting in September 2024 

Rectory Green is owned and managed by the Buckland Estate which is supporting the 4Bs        

Biodiversity Initiative which aims to protect, nurture and enhance wildlife habitats and increase 

biodiversity in the longer term. The ecological sensitivity of 

the area requires a five year plan with the ultimate goal of 

creating a vibrant wildflower meadow to sustain a diverse 

community of insects, especially pollinators.  

Following grass-cutting and removal of cuttings in            

September 2024, a 3m wide x 60m long strip was harrowed 

and rotavated along the west side of Rectory Green in late 

October (Figure 3). 

 

              Figure 3 3m wide rotavated strip on Rectory Green 

The aim was to remove the thatch (matted roots of the 

grass) with the intention of encouraging the growth of wild-

flower seeds in the seedbank.  

 

 

 

The most recent photograph (Figure 4) 

shows that grass growth in the rotavated 

strip is diminished relative to the main 

field. 

Figure 4 Rectory Green in late April 2025 
showing the strip that had been rotovated 
on the right and the more vigorous grass 
growth in the area untouched on the left. 
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The rotavated strip and the field are being surveyed by an ecologist from Surrey Wildlife Trust in 

May and July 2025 to observe and record the plants that are growing. The ecologist will offer ad-

vice on how best to manage the species rich grassland. 

 

Figure 6 Surrey Wildlife Trust ecologist conducting the first part of the botanical survey in early 
May 2025 

 

There will also be a baseline insect survey during the summer of 2025. The results of the           

botanical surveys will be reviewed and shared with the community. The outcomes of the            

observations will inform the next stage of grassland management beginning in October 2025. 

 

 

 

 

Creating a More Biodiverse Allotment through Companion Planting 

Cathy Honey 
 

Eight years ago, I took on an allotment plot as a complete novice. Like many beginners, I turned 

to Google for guidance and was quickly led down the path of the ñperfectò allotment: neat beds, 

trimmed grass, and everything precisely in its place. I even purchased an online planner and   

meticulously plotted every detailðcrop rotation schedules, seedling quantities, and symmetrical 

layouts. 

My allotment in its winter mode - February 2025 
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While that method works wonderfully for many allotmenteers, it never quite clicked for me. Where 

was the life in such a controlled space? Where were the buzzing pollinators, the bees, the plants 

that would bring vibrancy and health to the plot? Where were the natural predators that keep 

slugs in check, and the companion plants that fend off pests like blackfly? 

To cut my very long (8 years) story short, Iôve finally 

landed at a place that feels right for me. This season 

marks a turning point. There are feeders for small birds, 

a small wildlife pond full of plants, wildflowers have 

been sown, and the crops I grow will be right amongst 

them because Iôm companion planting now. 

Wildlife pond and plants 

Companion planting involves planting two or more 

plants together to form an association from which both 

or all plants benefit. A long-established and popular 

practice in the garden, companion planting can poten-

tially create efficient use of space, reduce disease and deter unwelcome  insects, and allow 

plants to provide each other with physical support. Iôm planting nasturtiums with broad beans, and 

French marigolds with tomatoes. Will fewer crops be lost to slugs or blackfly? Will the pond attract 

dragonflies, newts, and other 

new visitors? Only time will 

tell but I will be watching care-

fully over the next few 

months. What I do know is 

that I am trying to create bet-

ter conditions for a greater di-

versity of plant and animal life 

to flourish, like that shown in 

this      photo. If nothing else, 

this yearôs plot will be a           

kaleidoscope of colourða 

feast for the eyes, heart and 

stomach!                                                     

Photo credit https://
www.allotmentonline.co.uk/
companion-planting 

! /hat!bLhb t[!bLbD D¦L59 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘƻƴƭƛƴŜΦŎƻΦǳƪκŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ-ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ 

Cathy Honey is a resident of Betchworth and an active contributor to the 4Bs Nature Group and 
Biodiversity Initiative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.allotmentonline.co.uk/companion-planting​


мн 

 

 

https://www.gardentowerproject.com/blogs/learning-center/companion-planting 

https://www.gardentowerproject.com/blogs/learning-center/companion-planting
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North Downs School Betchworth Wildlife Habitats Garden 

Norman Jackson, Rona Ottaway & Richard Saville 
  

Another aim of the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative is to support education for nature within our         

communities and one of the most important things we can do as adults is to encourage the 

younger generations to learn about and respect nature and educate them in ways that will        

motivate them to do something to help nature. Schools have an important role to play in             

educating children to understand nature and why people have both a moral and pragmatic          

responsibility to help wildlife thrive. 

North Downs School in 

Betchworth has a strong 

commitment to outdoor      

education. The school      

believes that, òall children 

have the right to experience 

the unique and special     

nature of being  outdoors. 

We feel that it is important 

to enable children to use the 

outside environment as a    

context for learning. We are 

always seeking to use our 

grounds creatively,           

developing areas into out-

door learning spaces for 

classes to use.ò  The school has joined the National Education Nature Park (NENP) which is try-

ing to connect all the green spaces that are associated with educational institutions in the UK and 

involve children in learning about nature. More than this, the initiative encourages children to take 

action to improve biodiversity in their local area and see and record the results of their actions. N. 

Downs was keen to develop its outdoor spaces to support this learning project. 

The 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative aims to increase and improve habitats for wildlife and enhance   

biodiversity in and around the villages of Buckland, Betchworth, Brockham and Boxhill. The team 

of volunteers is always on the lookout for projects it can assist with and following discussions with 

Rona Ottaway (N Downs Outdoor Education Teacher), it was agreed that the initiative would    

create a Wildlife Habitats 

Garden to provide a          

resource for teaching about 

the ways in which we can 

help wildlife flourish.  

Through discussion with   

Rona we reached         

agreement on the design of 

th habitats garden shown in 

Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2 Wildlife Habitats    
garden design 
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Between January and March, biodiversity initiative volunteers visited the school and constructed 

the different habitats for wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The garden was finished just in time for the school to use it in its Action for Nature Day on March 

21st. About 30 children were involved in the event and 2 members of the 4Bs Biodiversity          

Initiative team helped to introduce the different habitats in the garden. We were impressed by the 

interest the children took in each of the habitats and the animals that might make use of the    

habitat and the considerable knowledge that some of the older children had developed about our 

wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This movie shows the different habitats we created.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8Xpz8ZYFcg 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8Xpz8ZYFcg
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Editor  

The hedgehog was named because of its foraging habits, 

rooting through hedges and other undergrowth in search 

of the small creatures. Unfortunately, I have never seen a 

wild hedgehog since I moved to Betchworth. Fortunately, 

others have, so I know they are around. A few weeks ago 

Stella Hill posted some wonderful video of hedgehogs 

that she had she had taken with her wildlife camera. I   

invited her to write about her experiences and here is her 

lovely story. 

 

Helping My Community of Hedgehogs 

Stella Hill 
 

On a summer night, while sitting alone on my patio watching the sky and listening to the sounds 

of the night, I felt something move across my foot. After my initial recoil I spotted a snuffling little 

hedgehog. This was the start of my encounter with these fascinating little creatures. I soon        

realised they were visiting nightly, so I started making it more hedgehog-friendly and leaving food 

for them (cat food and a few mealworms) ï and relocating myself into the garden to watch.         

Fortunately, where we live, near fields and the river, the gardens have open access with few walls 

or solid fences. As they were only around after dark, I couldnôt really watch them eating food or 

doing any hedgehog things ï so I invested in a trail camera. This opened up a whole new          

night-time world and it was wonderful to watch them run through the side gate onto the patio to 

find their supper, and with security lighting I was alerted to their arrival. I have always put bowls of 

water in the garden for any animals and have a small wildlife pond. 

Quite a little hedgehog community developed, 

and as we got to know them we could almost      

recognise individuals and identify new visitors. 

Both males and females turned up, and       

sometimes there were very noisy ócourtingô       

rituals. Eventually little hoglets arrived as well. It 

would be an entertaining evening watching the 

visitors and the interactions between them and 

also the foxes and some of the local cats, who 

were not bothered at all. I saw a fox and a 

hedgehog feeding from the same dish. Badgers, 

however, were bad news. Sometimes there were 

babies late in the year, so we  weighed them to 

ensure they were able to withstand hibernation 

or gave them extra food. Even during hiberna-

tion they would occasionally pop out to feed if the weather wasnôt too cold. 

I also óadoptedô a hoglet from a friend who had rescued it from the road, and after she               

hand-reared it for a few weeks I introduced it to my hoglets and let it free to roam with them. 

Even though I have provided hedgehog houses and log piles ï places that they might like to nestle 

ï there is little evidence they have used them. I guess they come in search of food and probably 

live in the hedgerow somewhere locally. I feel very privileged to have been witness to the        
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comings and goings of these little guys and their behaviour. I had only one visitor so far this year ï 

the same adult male that was a regular last year ï which is why he knew where the food was! But 

recently what I assume to be a female has also arrived and they have had a few close encounters 

ï caught on camera! Fingers crossed for more hogletséé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative Map Inventory 

The biodiversity Initiative team is delighted to announce the publication of a new interactive map 

containing information about biodiversity in the 4Bs. The map was created by Simon Humphreys 

for the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative. It shows important places to see wildlife, SSSIs and the sites of 

wildlife habitat and biodiversity projects being supported by the Initiative.  It shows opportunities 

for volunteering, local environmen-

tal groups, major landowners and 

the locations of outdoor   wildlife 

educational opportunities. The in-

tention is to update the map as new 

wildlife projects and opportunities 

emerge.                                                                                                    

 

If you have information that you feel 

should be included please let us 

know by emailing biodiversityinitia-

tive1@gmail.com 

 

Simon is Surrey Wildlife Trusts     
Voluntary Reserve Manager at the 
Dawcombe and Fraser Down Na-
ture Reserves. Simon is also a 
Trustee of Surrey Wildlife Trust and 
a member of the 4Bs Biodiversity 
Initiative Facilitation Team. 

 

To access the map, click on the link below 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1u_wrcBm02kt-

_EnDzpnijPFqDywHB7M&ll=51.23775260340388%2C-0.28022898950363473&z=14 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1u_wrcBm02kt-_EnDzpnijPFqDywHB7M&ll=51.23775260340388%2C-0.28022898950363473&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1u_wrcBm02kt-_EnDzpnijPFqDywHB7M&ll=51.23775260340388%2C-0.28022898950363473&z=14
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You can also access the map via the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative website  https://

www.biodiversitypark.uk/inventory.html  This webpage also contains reports of projects and      

surveys. 

 

4Bs Big Garden Birdwatch January 24-26, 2025 

Members of the WhatsApp Nature Group contributed 16 counts to the Annual Big Garden Bird-

watch Survey in January 2025. The methodology reports the maximum number of birds of any 

species that lands on a patch over a 1 hour period. 

32 species of bird were reported by our local contributors (Table 1). The three species with the 

largest head counts in the survey are 1 = Blue Tit (65), 2 = Sparrow (39), 3 = Wood Pigeon (35). 

13 species had a head count of less than 5. 

The most abundant species in the 4B count are similar to this found in Surrey, where the most 

abundant birds are 1 = Blue Tit, 2 = Wood Pigeon, 3= Sparrow. The national survey showed that 

the most abundant birds were 1= Sparrow, 2= Blue Tit and 3= Wood Pigeon. 

 

Table 1  

Species reported in the 

4Bs Big Garden        

Birdwatch Survey 

(N=16).  The number 

column is not the       

number of birds       

counted in one hour but 

the aggregate of the 

maximum number of 

birds that land in a 

patch during a one hour 

period 

 

Members of the 4Bs 

Nature Group noted the 

decline in the number of 

greenfinch compared to 

previous years. This is 

also part of a national 

trend linked to an      

outbreak of trichomoni-

asis, a parasite-induced 

disease that prevents 

the birds from feeding 

properly. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biodiversitypark.uk/inventory.html
https://www.biodiversitypark.uk/inventory.html
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Wild Birds of the 4Bs Talk & Bird Spotting Walk 

Glenn Carmichael, who leads the 

Dorking branch of RSPB, gave the 

second of his óWild Birds of the 4Bsô 

talk to a packed, Boxhill Village Hall 

on April 25
th
. The beautifully                 

illustrated talk, combined with       

humorous stories, was warmly      

received by an interested and            

curious audience. The event was a 

good example of collaboration                 

between Re-Betchworthôs 4Bs           

Biodiversity Initiative and Julie    

Lever and the Boxhill Village Hall 

team, who kindly provided the venue and refreshments as well as promoting the event.  

 

OPEN INVITATION TO JOIN 4Bs BIRD SPOTTING WALK 

Glenn will be leading a bird spotting walk FRIDAY MAY 16th10.00-12.00 for residents of        

Buckland, Betchworth, Brockham and Boxhill. There are 20 places available on a first come first 

served basis. To reserve a place email biodiversityinitiative1@gmail.com Please be at the en-

trance to Boxhill Lookout Car Park by 09.55.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IS  
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IS YOUR GARDEN BIRD FRIENDLY QUESTIONNAIRE? 

29 members of the 46 strong audience kindly completed the questionnaire aimed at understand-

ing how the residents of Boxhill were helping their wild birds. Boxhill residents clearly do care 

about their wild birds. Out of a possible 14 different ways of helping birds the average score was 

10.7 out of 14, with a range of 5 to 14.   

How does your garden compare? 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tick the box if you  

provide 

FOOD 

Plants with Berries: like rowan, hawthorn, guelder rose, and holly which nat-

ural food sources for birds 

 

Plants with Seeds: Sunflowers, teasel, coneflowers, and cornflowers are 

great choices.  

 

Plants which attract Insects: like wildflowers and flowering shrubs  

Log pile ï rotting logs provide insects and grubs  

Lawn: Providing a habitat for bird species that love to hunt for insects and 

worms in the lawn 

 

Bird feeders: providing a variety of bird food, including nuts, seeds, and su-

et especially in winter 

 

WATER 

Bird bath: a shallow dish with water for birds to bathe and drink. 

 

Pond: a larger water feature can attract a wider variety of wildlife.   

SHELTER 

Dense plants: evergreen conifers, shrubs, and dense climbers provide pro-

tection from predators and harsh weather.  

 

Hedges and trees: which offer shelter and nesting sites.   

Wild areas: corners of the garden left wild, with piles of leaves, twigs, and 

branches.  

 

NESTING 

Nest boxes: placed in sheltered spots away from predators, ideally on trees 

or walls.  

 

Climbing plants: like ivy and honeysuckle that provide dense cover for nest-

ing.  

 

USE OF PESTICIDES & HERBICIDES 

Do not use pesticides or herbicides that are harmful to birds 

 

OVERALL SCORE OUT OF A POSSIBLE 14  
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My Blue Tit Box on Box Hill 

Bekke Morgan 

 
Last year I was delighted when a small bee colony took up residence in an old blue tit box. But 

when I took the box down in early Spring, to look at the remains of the beesô nest before a new 

colony decided to move in, I realised that the box was falling apart, and the contents were musty 

and mouldy. So I asked local nature lover and bird-box maker, Karl Tarratt, if I could buy a new 

blue tit box from him. 

As the box is bigger than the old one I couldnôt use the old fixings to secure it to my greenhouse. 

But as an electrician I always make an effort to use my offcuts of electrical wire, so I rigged some-

thing together. I had intended to make it less wobbly but got distracted by gardening. 

However, the next morning I was so surprised to see a pair of blue tits already moving in, as you 

can see in these photos. I do hope the box isnôt too wobbly for the new family. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Bekki is an active member of the 4Bs WhatsApp Nature Group 
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Editor 

Its great to have contributions from younger members of our community and this article by 

Bekkeôs daughter shows us how some of our young people are making a positive difference to 

nature. 

Walton Toad Patrol  

Matilda Wilson, age 11 
 

For the last two years Iôve been part of Walton toad patrol. We are a bunch 

of dedicated people who go out every night during toad breeding season 

(which was from February this year) to rescue any toads, frogs or newts           

unfortunate enough to have to cross Walton Street to get to their breeding 

pond. This year alone we rescued 3,010 toads, 1,820 frogs, 56 newts    

going to the pond and only 170 squashes counted! 

Toads, frogs and newts are all nocturnal and only appear when the weath-

er is just right; it must be moist and mild because they are cold blooded, so 

they donôt like the cold weather! 

Most of their diet consists of insects and smaller invertebrates like slugs 

and snails. However sometimes you might find them eating tadpoles or 

froglets, sometimes even their own! 

Toads, frogs and newts mostly live on land only coming into the water to 

breed and reproduce. Outside of breeding season they like to find a moist 

place to hunker down. 

 

 

You can help them by creating safe spaces in your garden such as 

log piles to provide shelter, ponds for breeding and reproduction 

and plant plenty of vegetation. If you have any pets which enjoy 

playing in the garden, I suggest keeping them in at night to prevent 

the toads from getting killed when theyôre moving around.  In our 

garden we have a stumpery/log pile, pond, long grass and a dead 

hedge which are all very toad and frog friendly! 
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A Dog Walkerôs Appreciation of Nature 

Corky Gormly 
 

I am so inspired by nature when walking my 

dogs. 

Walking locally every day, you notice little 

changes which you might otherwise miss. 

I feel so fortunate to be able to ramble all 

around the Betchworth Estate, and areas    

beyond the estate. 

I know that many of us dog walkers feel the 

same, and we give thanks for the Betchworth 

Estate every single day. 

Right now, the skylarks are another miracle of 

nature on The Common Field (which is the big 

field opposite Betchworth Post Office).  

The skylarks nest on the ground. How they 

survive the farm equipment, grass snakes, 

dogs etc is astonishing. They are here all year 

round, but we tend to become aware of them 

in the spring, when they start to sing, soaring 

so high into the blue heavens as they do so, 

that they become totally invisible. 

Corky is an active member of the 4Bs 
WhatsApp Nature Group 


