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The Second I ssue of Our Nat ul
Wel come t o the sedonNatiusrseu eMaogfa ztihnee 4Bhi ch i s be
Biodiversity Initiative Team for the members of
in and around the villages of Betchworth, Buckl
vehicle for sharing and curating information at
hel ping natur e.
A |l ot has happened in the |l ast 6 months to helrg
achievements of our community. We are very grat
i nteresting and inspiring stories.
We are delighted to report that the 4Bs biodi Vve
and kicking, thanks to the determination of our
| ong funded project came to an end in March 20z
the generos-Béetycbwothle RRbarity. The ingtparitvel.aid
wor k, ai med at mitigating climate change and cr
sustainable | ocal environment. We are grateful
Parish Council, Brockham Parish Counci l and Bet

support.



The 4Bs Biodiversity Initia

We are a small band of resident volunteers who
I mportant responsibility and i mportant to creat
come. We are aiming to expand our team and i f 'y

pl ease do get -nmrtmawnch awiktsltonmeéi odi ver sityiniti

Our Team of Volunteers

Norman Josh Richard

4Bs What sApp Nature Group

The Group is for residents of Betchworth, Buckl
nature. Over the |l ast 18 months the membership
interesting, caring, Vvibrant and positive commt
stories, photographs and videos is good for my
friends who care about the natwural world that s
photographs posted in the |l ast few months. I f oy
l i ke to join, please text me 07810462403 your r
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a Neglected Part of Our
Mal col m Morgan

hworth, and we have a | ong gar de
the garden has been |l eft to its
als and hedge cuttings. 't 1 s v
re Christmas we decided to get &
run riot we decided to manage it
were basic, such as mowing and
nd some were more substanti al
antial project was to build a de
nd nesting habitats for all sort
cessary replacement of a coll ap:s
ution to burning our hedge cutt:i
ove a good fire.

was cutting back a heavily overc
nchefsaot Wet ankeeesd ealn B 6s tsrikggl ed t o
sible price. I n the end my brot
a fraction of the Surrey prices.
row was put in with a 75cm gap:
ately, becauséddoifnglit tihe tlae nsu
t was then a simple task to cl ec
ng around. This was stacked betyv

ion of our dead hedge.

Firgure 1 Evolution of our dead hedg

asked us
bet ween t

t o

eave

what we would change having co
he rows from 75cm to 90cm. I
a clear hedgehog sized hole at

—+
— —



Our second project was to build a pond. We hac
di spose of these would cost A5 per tire plus a
them to form the walls of a pond (Figure 2).

Frgure 2 Evolution of our wildlife

We cut the yre and with the helop
i nside out i's made the tyres sit
the bottom We bought a cheap pc
sand protec , and we filled the pc
The shape o useful as the tyre wal
and a shelf f due course. I f | wer
from the hol e o] to the | evel of the ¢ty
rockery. These we l ed round. The overall
up between the rocks3t mends @airlouingd + érey plomalvy and
compost to make planting successful. Come Mar c
pl ant s. What would we do differently? We ar e
false economy though at the time it | ooked sour
OQur third project was to build a scrape, a shal
environment and water source for birds and i nse

Figure 3 Evolution of our Sscrape wi .
To begin with we chose a broadly fl at piece of
two square metres in area and 10 cm deep (Fi g =2



provide a waterproof membrane. We used old bric
spoi l used to bring the outer floor | evel up tc
of 1cm and 2cm rounded gravel for c¢c. A30 from \
place and to fill the scrape up to the new grot
slabs to cover the top edge of the |iner. (Fig
amount of rain we have had this might be an il
Knowing what we now know, what would we do diff
-Wi I it hold water or wil!/ It puncture. Thoug
water to seep away. Al so, though the scrape i ¢
practice it wild@l be too small. Will we spend &
Creating new habitats for wildlife inspires us
around the work. The dead hedge | ooks raw and
Maybe pile | eavidsiyatsutgle shotonemwoul d be wel com
need active planting. Some better soil and ti me
dandelion clocks down there.
Our next project will be a stoaugt bfeoert |seo ntea shtalred.
hal f bury in the ground to provide a habitat fc
have some remaining ridge tiles and bricks that
We will Dbe growing hedgerow herbs from seed for
great InBaomeg e, Comfrey, Lovage, Hy s s dtpry ddhewe I
we still need some semblance of order and defir
boxes and yoghurt cartonsMadamchwhwiclhl tlhe pdusait. our
Finally, the thing we have enjoyed most is no |
of the garden. For a modest cost, and the activ
i ng and hopefully appealing habiat awosr ki opre rwiiéd cdtl i
been great to simply have a go at helping natur
Mal col m is a member of the 4Bs WhatsApp Nature

Nurturing the Rectory Green W

Domi ni c Sanders & Al an Hor
One of the aims of the 4Bs i ti a
forge new partnerships for V»,,;;_f_;_,l;_’,r.;l_‘._‘,;;_“__na,-,w ~|Jcomn
and |l andowners, and this c{ %*3¥ﬂ'fh t h
Estate, is our first examp i
RectoryoGreeat ory Lane in * ckl a
(Figure 1) covers an area me t
of which is |l eft uncut dur ont h
Figure 1 LocaGneen, B
Qelg‘_"eqo

Previously kndwGrasenPanshh s
Parsonage Green c¢c. 1762, an : dig
suggested that Rectory Gr e e of
Buckland village from befo » . 135

y



have been the site of the first church in the

significance |ies in the fact that it has rema
there might be rare plants and ani mal species
provides a -racle gpasslkand habitat. However, th

speci es whoimnphetoeutt he wil dfl owers (Figure 2 | ef't

Figure 2 (Left) Rectory Green August 2024 shoi
mown pathway around the peri meter. (Right) afte

Rectory Green s owned and managed by the Buckl
[

[

Biodiversity Initiative which aims to protect,
biodiversity in the |l onger salli Cc al
the area requires a five ye . ul t
creating a vibrant wildflowi | S a2 | I
community of insects, espechf
Foll owi wgtgriamgs and removal S : s e
September 2024, a 3m wide x| _ e was
and rotavated along the wes : A Gr
October (Figure 3).

Figure 3 3m wide rotava ‘ _ ory
The aim was to remove the t| 5 EEPGT ST R0 t S
grass) with the intention o ; gr

fl ower seeds in the seedban

WweThe most recent photogl
Meshows that grass growt |
“¥strip is diminished rel
o f i el d.

Figure 4 Rectory Green
sSdshowing the strip that
“on the right and the m
Sgrowth in the area unt




The rotavated strip and the field are being sur
May and July 2025 to observe and record the pl e
vice on how best to manage the species rich gre

Figure 6 Surrey W I dlife Trust ecol ogi st conduc
May 2025

There wil!/ al so be a baseline insect survey dur
botanical surveys wil!/| be reviewed and shared v
observations wil/ i nform the next stage of gr as

Creating a More Biodiverse Al Il ot me
Cathy Honey

Eight years ago, | took on an allotment pl ot as
to Google for guidance and wafsenqalclkdtyme netd: dnoenar
tri mmed grass, and everything precisely in its
meticulously ploonadapedr etveatriyomes@ahédul es, seedl in

| ayout s.
My al |l ot ment | aFebtrsuamiynitZed?2 5no de




While that method works wonderfully for many al
was the |ife in such a controlled space? Where
t hat would bring vibrancy and health to the plc

nts that f

slugs in check, and the companion pl a

To cut my very |l ongwé¢8fiyealls
. |l anded at a place that feels
mar ks a turning point. There
‘a small wildlife pond full o]
been sown, and the crops | g

‘them be@mauosephnion planting
Wi I dl i fe pond and pl ants

Compani o
‘pl ant s

pl anting involves
together to form an a
or all plantesbhabéfishedAahdn
practice in the garden, comp
tially create efficient use of space, reduce di
plants to provide each mtpeanwinhd@ pagsuchi ums py
French marigolds with tomatoes. Will fewer <crorg
dragonflies, n ‘ ~ -y
new visitors?
tell but | wi

n
0
I

mont hs. Wh at

o~ o+ L o+ o+
> 30 M d =

feast
st omach!

Phot o credit Ah
www. al | ot ment o
compa+wil@amt i ng
' /hat!bLhb t[!'bLbD D} L59

KglLlaYkkgogogdl £ f20YSy HBtYIfMe/ySIO2 ddzl K O2 Y LI YA2Y

Cathy Honey I s a resident of Betchworth and an
Biodiversity I nitiative


https://www.allotmentonline.co.uk/companion-planting​

https:

| / www. gardent ower-peatect c epdhmabltii omgs/ | ¢

ONS THAT CAN E

[ P Lé{ VE NUTRIENTS RSOl
%AN& FLOWERS CAN TTR OLLINATORS ORUDETEREPESISA
QT UNDERS D WHICH PLANTS <5 L TOGETHER AND WHICH TO P

asemow
sum:r:t.

BROCCOLI, CABBAGE,
CAULIFLOWER, KALE.

g

CARROTS

B

SPINACH

TOMATOES

ROSEMARY

WORMWOOD/
ARTEMESIA

YARROW

For more Info on PERMACULTURE contact ~f

MAIZE, SUNFLOWERS, LAVENDER, CABBAGE, &,
CUCUMBER, STRAWBERRIES, SRINJAL

BEANS, ONIONS, GARLIC, ;ETTUCE CABBAGE
&= Lo O &
¥
2

CALENDULA, MARIGOLDS, MINT, PEA

AROMATIC PLANTS, DILL, SAGE, ROSEMARY, POTATOES,

BEETROOT, CELERY, GARLIC, ONIONS, GERANIUM
A8 ,
Ly) Z '

LETTUCE, CHIVES, LEEKS ROSEMARY, SAGE, PEAS, WOOMWOOD

CARROTS, RADISH, STRAWIERRIES. CUCUM!ER B8EANS

#/%

DRt

6{’}

SUNFLOWERS, AMARANTH, BEANS, PEAS, & OTHER LEGUMES,
PUMPKIN, SQUAsH CUCUMBER, MELONS, & OTHER CUCURBITS,

W/ﬁj‘ﬁ

&C‘ARROTS BEETROOT, STRAWIERRIES TOMATOES LETTUCE,

LAVENDER, CARROT, TURNIP, RADISH, CUCUMBER, MAIZE, BEANS,
% GROWS WELL WITH MOST VEGETABLES & HERBS
3

“%&véy :
@ TOMATOES, GERANIUM, BASIL, CARROT, ONION
"

CORIANUER, MARIGOLD, !EANS, MAIZE, CABBAGE FAMILY

S

* STRAWBERRIES, BROAD BEANS, PEAS
BASIL, OREGANO, PARSI.EY CHIVES, NASTURIUM ONIONS,

CRRROTS CELERY, CA ENDUL“. GERANIUM, BORAGE .
%& “%ﬁ%
P - ‘4

@ TOMATOES- REPELS TOMATO WORM!
FAST-GROWING NUTRIENT ACCUMULATOR.
PLANT ALONG EDGES & USE LEAVES FOR MULCH

@ CAasAes MAIZEQ

PLANT FREELY THROUGHOUT THE GARDEN - REPELS SOIL
NEMATODES, APHIDS, BEAN BEETLES & MANY MORE.

TOMATOES - IMPROVES FLAVOR! m
@ CABBAGE | @

@&;nms CABBAGE, SAGE, BEANS
o SRR

=)

PLANT FREELY THROUGHOUT THE GARDEN.REPELS SOIL
EMATODES, APHIDS, BEAN BEATLES, AND MANY MORE!

S AN ABUND ANTZG

ARQUND GARDEN EDGES

@ P.0.80x 68562, Bryonston, Johannesburg. 2021 * 017 706 56 14 * FAX: 086 605 3333 * emoil;

TOMATOES, POLE & RUNNER BEANS, PEPPERS

STRAWBERRIES,
FENNEL, CABBAGE

PEAS, BEANS, PARSLEY, LEEKS
= & q @/ﬂ

ONION, GARI.XC

AS % BEANS, KALE,
=4 ; CABBAGE FAMILY

PUMDKIN CUCUMBER, SQUASH, MELONS, SUNFLOWERS,
TOMATOES

P
: POTATOES, FENNEL, P A
g CABBAGE FAMILY

GENERAL PEST DETERRANT, PLANT THROUGHOUT
GARDEN

COMPOST ACTIVATOR. USE LEAVES
TO MAKE COMFREY TEA FERTILIZER!

REPELS CABBAGE MOTH. PLANY ON BORDERS TO KEEP
FLYING PESTS AWAY!

USE MARIGOLD LEAVES TO MAKE AN ORGANIC
GENERAL INSECTICIDE SPRAY!

REPELS WHITE FLIES & SPIDER MITES

DETERS CASBAGE WORM

DETERS CABBAGE MOTH, BEAN BEETLES
& CARROT FLY!

KEEPS ANIMALS OUT! ALSO REPELS WHITE FLY

NLDTF

clristor@relkomsa.net


https://www.gardentowerproject.com/blogs/learning-center/companion-planting

North Downs School Betchworth Wi
Norman Jackson, Rona Ottaway &
Another aim of the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative
communities and one of the most i mportant thingc
younger generations to |l earn about and respect
motivate them to do something to help nature. ¢
educating children to understand nature and why
responsibility to help wildlife thrive.
North Downs Schoaol _in
Betchworth ha\
commit ment to ‘
education Th
bel i eveasl It hcahti
have the righ
the unique an
nature of bei
We feel that
to enabl e chi
outside envir
context for |
al ways seekin
grounds creat
devel oping ar
door | earning spaces or
cl assesoTthoe ussceh.o o | has joined the National Educ
i ng to connect all the green spaces that are as
involve children in I earning about nature. Mo r €
action to improve biodiversity in their | ocal &
Downs was keen to develop its outdoor spaces tc
The 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative aims to increas
bi odiversity in and around the villages of Bucek
of volunteers is always on the | ookout for proj
Rona Ottaway (N Downs Outdoor Education Teacher
create a Wildlif
Garden to provid
resource for tea
the ways in whic
help wildlife fI
bird table, Insect shelter B:g?:nzo}:"dkﬁ t Roc.l: SJ.Gravel w;::::;vter T h rou g h d I Sscuss I
M e bogpane  Drogghttolerancplams Wistoves Rona we reached
Witd Cherry Pocrlugan ) ity eares pelinaters 3 gr eement on t he
trees & Teasel earth worms dragonflies .
ﬁmﬁmoumdemﬁmm ::.h hab'tzats gard
Compost bin  stick pile Fla‘t stone Hengthag toe w:ldflower& rgure .
3 o 3 ‘m Pa‘tck
[ B )k\ N @ - Gravel Garden Figure 2 Wildlif
wild bird Bug Bug Loggerg Wormery oo o with herbs wild leaf p . .
ﬂi cafe Hotel House with plants patch gar en esi’i gn

s S Sy NeW Hedge



Bet ween January and March, ©biod
the different habitats for wild

The garden was finished just in time for the sc
21st. About 30 children were involved in the eyv
I nitiative team helped to introduce the differe
i nterest the children took in each of the habit
habitat and the considerable knowledge that sor

wildlife.

This movie shows the different h a
https:// www. voutube. com/ watch?v-=1



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8Xpz8ZYFcg

Editor

The hedgehog was named bec

rooting through hedges and r
of the small creatures. Un r
wild hedgehog since | move t
others have, so |I know the v
Stella Hil/l posted some wo C
that she had she had taken _ e
Il nvited her to write about &
|l ovely story.

Hel ping My Community of Hed

Stella Hildl

On a summer night, while sitting alone on my pé¢
of the night, | felt something move across my f
hedgehog. This was the start of my encounter wi
realised they were visiting nighttyendbylastdalte
for them (cat foodiand nefFfewameagwmyme)f into t
Fortunately, where we |ive, near fields and t he
or solid fences. As they wet ereal yyawatuotd ahemr
doing any hedgehlogi nhesigsd in a trail camera. T
ni gthitme worl d and it was wonderful to watch the
find their supper, and with security Ilighting I
water in the garden for any animals and have a
Quite a |ittle hedgeho
and as we got to know
recognise individuals

Both males and femal es
someti mes therecwoeaeréiwn
rituals. Eventwually I
woul d be an entertaini
visitors and the inter
also the foxes and som
were not bot hered at a
hedgehog feeding from
however, were bad news
babies |l ate in the yea
ensure they were abl e f
or gave them extra foo ¢ AT

tion they would occasionally Gpapoouwtoltdo feed if

V

>0 35 O w»w
o Q

| addopetioglet from a friend who had rescued i
handeared it for a few weeks | introduced it to

Even though | have provi dediphleadogeesh otgh ahto utsheesy amic
ithere is |little evidence they have used them.
|l ive in the hedgerow somewhere |l ocally. I feel

Mp



comings and goings of these | ittle guys andi t he
the same adult male thwawhiwhsia wbguheaer khawt whee
recently what | assume to be a female has al so
icaught on camer a! Fingeeg crossed for more hog
The 4Bs i ati
The biodiversity Initiative team is delighted t
containing information about biodiversity in tfF
for the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative. 't shows i
wildlife habitat and biodiversity projects beir
for volunteering Ll oc2al envirqonmen.
tal groups, majo Hon A S Gebble, & Mogad|
the |l ocations of | g s X
educational oppol - 0@
tention is to up( Cou Box Hill &
nlelite ororecty D& g el
andg&ﬁﬁ ' Buckland Park Lak
\ga\e“ O y{ Buckgpadanaestate N
o ReB&ERNGRH th
I f you have infol
shoul d be IrlC! ud g P NonnD@s"Schoolwil.“
know by emailing 0"‘/\\%\0
tivel@gmail . com o
Simon | s Surrey i
Vol unt ary Reserv
Dawcombe and Fral®
ture Reserves. )
Trustee of Surre] pun
a member of the
I nitiative Faci |l jo Hations/jTrus ;i
To access the map, click on the
https://www. google.com/ maps+/ d/ viewer ?mi
EnDzpnij PFgDywHB7 M&I | =5 %0..2238707252286908394500338683%427C3

MC


https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1u_wrcBm02kt-_EnDzpnijPFqDywHB7M&ll=51.23775260340388%2C-0.28022898950363473&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1u_wrcBm02kt-_EnDzpnijPFqDywHB7M&ll=51.23775260340388%2C-0.28022898950363473&z=14

You can also access the map via hthtep 4B/s/ Bi odi
www. bi odiversitypaTki sskwelmhpagpe calystmntendnt ai ns
surveys
4Bs Big Garden Bi RdéwatzdiR 5Janu
Members of the What sApp Nature Group contribut
watch Sur y in January 2025. The methodol ogy
species at | ands on a patch over a 1 hour pe
32 species of bird were reported by our |1 ocal
| argest head counts in the survey are 1 = Bl ue
13 species had a head count of | ess than 5.
The most abundant species in the 4B count are
abundant birds are 1 = Blwue Tit, 2 = Wood Pige
the most abundant birds were 1= Sparrow, 2= BI
Species Aggregated Number
Tabl e 1 Sparrow 39
Blackbird 14
; Starling 4
Spe(:/t?s rep Toy u
4_85 Brg Gar Jackdaw 3
Bi rdwat ch S [WoodPigeon 35
(N=16) . 7 h | Robin 19
; Blue Tit 65
column IS n Long Tailed Tit 24
number of b Geatk 13
counted I n Coal Tit 14
. g9 g Pied Wagtail 1
maxi mum numpfz
] row 13
birds that Rook 7
patch dur i n|Magpie 18
,06'/’/00' Song Thrush 3
Muthatch 11
Pheasant 6
Greater spotted woodpecker 7
Me mber s of Green woodpecker 1
Nature Gr ou [ Wren 2
. . Collared Dowve 4
decl i n.e In Farakeets 9
greenfinch Dunnock )
previous y e Goldfinch 2
al so par t 0 Chaffinch 4
) Blackcap 1
trend i nke Garden Warbler 1
out br eak of | Greerfinch-heand by Merfin but not seen 1
asis, a parasite-induced | S&7ark - heard but not seen 1
di sease t ha Redite - fying overfiesd 1
) Other species seen recently by members of the 4Bs
the birds f group - not included in the count
properl y. Eqyptian Goose
Comman Golf
NMistle Thrush
Dove
Rock Figeon

V €
re


https://www.biodiversitypark.uk/inventory.html
https://www.biodiversitypark.uk/inventory.html

Gl

»w o
® O

~~WmoKQ O S I 0
®D® —"DdDOoOCcC d®CS —>S O

Wild Birds of the 4Bs Tal k &

n Carmlchael,
ki ng branch of
0 d(WJfI dhiBs r d
k t a packed,
A tr.hi ITh®z5 beaut
ust
0
e
[

rated tal k,
ous stories,
ved by an i :
ous dhei evea
od example of
t we eBe tReeh ® 0 14 tBls
odiversity 1| ni
ver and the Bo . .

am, who kindly provided the venue and refrest

OPEN I NVITATION TO JOIN 4Bs BIRD SPOTTI NG WALK

Gl
Bu
s e
tr

enn wi |l | be | eading a bird slp2tOi®irng ewaldle nERI [
ckl and, Betchworth, Brockham and Boxhill . The
rved basis. To rbaodriwerasipglya md Pdmaislee b @g méai k
ance to Boxhill Lookout Car Park by 09.55.

FRIDAY MAY 16" 10.00-12.00

Jumper Hall
(Fueld s(udy centre)

Box Hill to Juniper Bottom Bird & Butterfly
Spotting Walk Led by Glenn Carmichael
RSPB Dorking and District Local Group

Following his talks on the wild birds of the 4Bs, local bird
watcher Glenn Carmichael will lead a 3 mile bird spotting
walk starting from the main Box Hill Car Park and heading
east around Juniper Bottom.

This moderately challenging walk is steep in places. It offers
some fantastic views and we should see a nice mix of birds
and butterflies. The path can be muddy, so please dress
appropriately.

There are 20 places available on a first come first served basis.
To reserve a place email biodiversityinitiative1@gmail.com
Please be at the entrance to Boxhill Lookout Car Park by 09.55.
The walk is for residents of Buckland, Betchworth,
Brockham and Boxhill. It is organised by the

Re-Betchworth 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative

My



I S YOUR GARDEN Bl RD FRI ENDLY QUESTI ONN

29Mmembers of the 46 strong audience kindly comp
ing how the residents of BoBoaxhill weresheémpi mgcl
about theiQutwidfd dipassi bl e 14 ditfhfe raewmer awgaey ss co
10. 7 ouwi tof a 4r,ange of 5 to 14.

How does your garden compare?

Tick the box i
provide

FOOD

Pl ants wilthk®8erowams,, hawthorn, guell der rose, a
ural food sources for birds

Pl ants wiSuhn fSeoewdesr:s, teasel, coneflowers, apnd c
great choi ces.

Pl ants which laithkea awitl dfnlseewdrss and fl owering| shi
Log ipiolte i ng | ogs provide insects and grubs

LawRroviding a habitat for bird splecies that |
worms in the | awn

Bird fpederding a variety of bird |[food, includ
et especially in winter

WATER

Bird abasthhal | ow di sh with water for|birds to|l bat
Pond: | arger water feature can attrljact a wider

SHELTER

Dense plventgsieen conifers, shrubs, |[and denseg cl

tection from predators and harsh weather.

Hedges amdthitcrheeosf:f er shelter and nesting sites.

Wild a&measrs of the garden | eft wijld, with|pil
branches.
NESTI NG
Nest bpolxaecseed i n sheltered spots away from pfred:ze
or wal |l s.

Climbing ipgkleantvsy: and honeysuckle that provigde o
i ng.
USE OF PESTICIDES & HERBI CI DES

Do not use pesticides or herbicidels that arle h
OVERALL SCORE OUT OF A POSSIBILE 114




Last year |
when | t ook
colony decid
and moul dy.
bl ue tit box
As the box i
But as an el
thing togeth
However, t he
can see in t

My Bl ue Tit Box on Box Hi
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Editor

lts great to have contributions from younger me
Bek&edaughter shows us how some of our young pe¢
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Wal ton Toad Patrol
Matilda Wilson, age 11

For the | a#te thveeny @args lof Wal ton a [
of dedicated people who go out eve ad b
(which was from February this year ads,
unfortunate enough to have to cros get
pond. This year alone we rescued frog
going to the pond and only 170 squ

Toads, frogs and newts are al/l noc pear
er is just right; it must be moi st t hey
theyddobnke the cold weat her!

Most of their diet consists of ins nver
and snail s. However someti mes you ting
froglets, sometimes even their own

Toads, frogs and newts mostly |I|ive ng i
breed and reproduce. OQutside of br I ik

pl ace to hunker down.

You can help them by creating safe

|l og piles to provide shelter, pond
and plant plenty of vegetation. | f
playing in the garden, | suggest Kk
the toads from gefitei mgpvkinlgl ed owhman
garden we have a stumpery/log pile
hedge which are all very toad and




Ode to the Blackthorn Tree.
By Corky Gormly

In winter, from a distance
It could look like a sea of gently frosted boughs
Or perhaps a dense and swirling smoke-like mist in wintry light.

But this is April

And it is neither frost nor mist;

Instead, a profusion

A sea of beauty

Accompanied by the gentle buzzing of bees.

A million or more tiny white flowers

Each with a pale, yellow centre

Delicately enticing the bees for pollination.

Every flower in its way another small miracle of nature

Just the beginning of making a sloe berry, ripe for the autumn.

The Blackthom trees are fringed with fragrant wild garlic at their roots.
They can be found on the narrow winding path alongside the river

Dappled with spring sunlight.
Already, the path is being sprinkled with their fallen white petals

A Dog WalAperreci ation of Nat
Corky Gormly

Il am so inspired by nature when wal ki ng my
dogs.
Wal king locally every day, you notice |little
changes which you might otherwise miss.
| feel so fortunate to be able to ramble all/l
around the Betchworth Estate, and areas
beyond the estate.
Il know that many of wus dog wal kers feel the
same, and we give thanks for the Betchworth
Estate every single day.
Right now, the skylarks are another miracle of
nature on The Common Field (which is the big
field opposite Betchworth Post Office).
The skylarks nest on the ground. How t hey
survive the farm equipment, grass snakes,
dogs etc is astonishing. They are here all year
round, but we tend to become aware of them
in the spring, when they start to sing, soaring
so high into the blue heavens as they do so,
that they become totally invisible.
Corky I s an active member of the 4Bs

What sApp Nature Group



