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Il ntroducti on

This is the third issue of our 4Bs Nature Maga:
purpose is to celebrate nature and the peopl e v
rai se awareness and help people |l earn about nat
Group to share thei rsceaxpeerniaetnucrees panod escmmasl land w
18 contributors to this issue of the magazine.
Nature Group flourish and enjoy the numerous ¢cc
posted on the WhatsApp forum.

Over the past 6 months the 4Bs Biodiversity | ni
Betchworth Parish Council and the Betchworth &
campaitglmes More Wil dfl owers Campaign and the Pon
achieved their aims and we repaBut ointtiheseumprw
that provides the core theme for this issue anc
Nature Group who are sharimagki nlgeim edhpesr magaaes |

Our Pond Theme

2025 has been unusual in so far as it has been
rainfall chart (Figure 1) shows that we only me
mont hs. We have al/|l noticed the effect of this
cultivated fields and watery habitats and, thi s
focus attention on ponds in the autumn through
Figuee23%8 rainfall chart for Redhill produ
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What is a pond?

We al | know whiéat jaspomd simal | patch of still wat
to ®#bed &wudd i shed by the Freshwater Habitats T
waterbody Bandve2malimn area which holds water fo
(Pond Conservation Group 1993). This definitior
containing water . iolfhteeyn aorrel ye phhoelndeirrag wat er f or



Ponds occur naturally within depressions in th
and fill with water. But unless these watery d
clay, they dry out as the water table retreats
are ephemer al unl ess they are | inedOor are fed

4]

althy pond is a living community, a miniat.
atures weave together in quiet harmony. Becsé
bottom, encouraging an underwater forest of
cs of water I|lilies. Among their stems dart t
newts rise t €
s watery worl

o the surface for air. Each sp
d alive.
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ond i s a vitda polaascies tfoordrwinlkd | iffeeed, shelter
bats skim across the surface hunting midc
frogs and newts come to spawn. Even in the
tinues below, slowed but unbroken.
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nd natur al beauty, a pond serves the | and
ers impurities from the soil. 1t stores ca
d
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s, gardens, and woodlands. I n a changing
ats we can create and care for.
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Th word pond is thought tSa xhcarv ewoervdo | pruendd f(rporno rt
i e om@hi ch originally meant @&so metcHiomsg rfeen ped ,
contained. The related verb pyndadanne &nhtahtea ee roc
sense of nd comes from. ByilBihddleamtEmyli, spumalr
ponne nd, referring to a body of enclosed
The o [ of the name reflects the fact that r
l i ves k, soak flax, or store wa.tTéhre fgormandaielsy
creat |l akes for pleasure and recreation and
garden. So when we @sep eeackh ooifn ga apno nadn, cdieeeret ,t hpart a chta
deepened i n nmeeandnmge atso weee t hese water bodies
but as watery containers for |life itself.

I n this issue of our Magazine we wil/ report or
Fell ows. We will describecape Bndtehwgrefoaur phc
on ponds, and we will celebrate the members of
wildlifeWpoatdso invite you to join us in build
4Bs .
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4Bs ' Ponds for Nature' Succ

Si mon Fell ows & Norman Jack
Headl i ne
The 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative exists to help
of Brockham, Betchwort h, Buckl and, and Box Hill
for Nature' campaign with the goals of raising

encouraging residents C 2 L o oo 0
ponds to enhance biodi Fles o hroe
now in, and the story [Et
Il nspiring!

Residents are mak
contribution to the S a
hel ping to create ‘ er

habitats for wild]
: Figuwel dl ife po]

Betchworth resi

Why focus on ponds?
AiWe know with certainty that | ife o Hawt St wdfeff |
Wor ks) and the average size of wildlife popul at
WWF Living Planet Report 2024. Our gardens rep
ture's gain. I n October The ®Buamditdar RHBSo Pl o©d tt
amounting to 2.37m acres orétdr €6 oif meéhebitgogad
UKE national natur eoCreatrmgsandmmaneatdai ning cl e
of the most power f ul actions a | ocal resident c
future human comfort in hostile climate change
OQur campaign built on work undertaken in 2024 t
habitats when 11 residents joined our pond <cr ec

The 2025 ponds for nat-prengadcdpaffariwasl fa mottlt uc
T of ferf nge tsptoanrdt amd khélsping to dig a pond

f conducbasgbanwdy garden pond habitats

T hostifmrgeedby aé¢ kol ogi st Paul Ritchie, on the e
T creatimyeanory and mapsi onftise ghaBS ilcamds pamea
1T produci ng pao sstesr ifeosr otfhe Nature Group Bl og

T creatYooyTwbe sthowiieng some of our more signifi

Results of Our Ponds for Nature Campaign
The success of our campaigns is a testament to
our key objectives through fantastic | ocal supr
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Fi guTweo2o0f
Ponds for N
di gging the

Al together,
campaigns:

Garden Pond

39 resident
naires are

a high | eve
the survey

an excerpt

i s shown 1in
Fi guErc8rpt
survey resu
The survey

80% of our

the size of
number of p
a tennis co
garden pond
-made but a
natur al wi t
water sourc

Creation Successes

e process of encouraging pond maki ncg
smal | pond starter kit. We contact ec
y cre'dtsed npoprdsgremsds!a 7
ents found that being given a kit mc
is the sheer joy of watching the wil
tracted goldfinches and other birds
rogspawn, water beetles, pond wor ms,
veness of residents in creating thri
y. Two of the residents in the first
contributing to our Ponds for Natur e
res
camg?
st afg
cr g8
day|m
cei |~
d sq,
n ar#®
our
atur
i rooq
we can claim that around 20 new por
a substantial enhancement of the ave
Baseline Survey
S colInit me ba nbedadperdo eqaune sothi onnai re. Resp
often poor the fact that so many r €
|l of interest and involvement i n mak

c dn thhe : f/ d wrwdv . &ti :0 d-p v p-fl snrattwapnaer Ke va.khhdtd bl

from the summary
Fi Q7 Which of these animals live in or visit your water feature?
39 responses
fr Frogs/tadpoles 20 (51.3%)
Toads 16 (41%)
Il t s Newts 23 (59%)
Fish 11(28.2%)
Water fowl 12 (30.8%)
Insects with wings eg drago... 34 (87.2%)
rev Insects that live on the surfa... 34 (87.2%)
g a I | Insects that lie under the wat... 31 (79.5%)
Pond snails and worms 26 (66.7%)
a grass snake 2 (5.1%)
ond Grass snake 2(5.1%)
1(2.6%)
urt Water shrew Jll—1 (2.6%)
S h Deer Heron Grass Snake i1 (2.6%)
No answer i1 (2.6%)
S IM g Grass snakes, birds, butterfli... 1 (2.6%)
h a 0 10 20 30 40
e. Over 80% of

T


https://www.biodiversitypark.uk/4bs-ponds-for-nature-survey.html

garden ponds are primarily for wildlife. The bi
respondents recorded frogs, tadpoles, toads anc
herons, water fowl, grass snakes, badgers, hedc
proof that these water bodies support the wider
We have plotted all the known gardAem ipmprdeas inV €
ponds and | akes are re@8cdrchevbrdrm t=he&8s3e mMamps kham
Box Hill = 10). The maps enable us to better arg
that have been created by residents of the 4Bs.
provides an i mportant baseline for future conse
Fi guBesd maps showing the distribution of ponds
| akes are numbered GséavbBbotmagy odbdcPsesaoads articl e
ponds createdVNbyWa emwamdienttass .cont /i nue to devel op
know of any. ot her ponds
1’
3 o
. 2
oL 1 , hitelands %Uh'h 9 S
The/lodge ‘ .7 65 Buckland 2 ..0.
2 - ‘.‘ Qctchwor(h e A
galow 3 ... — Box Hill
..3 he bl
o 8 ° 2
4> & Brockham LI :
° 11 2% » or Anglof® ‘
Pondm'xl_ 9 : § 1 s
Farm Cottage ’ AN (( ®2 *
: fae L L
g 8| gz’ e 6) 2% 9
itohs o 13 J
v’.:rlnl:?*cusv: ‘f_ g ' 5 7
10 18 Buckland o v ) 0
itthe Abbot's F [ ]
$trood ® 7 Jgedsoskiam
gleen > 4
BFlSthr:.‘ ° 15. iy
Ponds for Natur
30 residents at
Rit &hiteal Kk whi ch
opportunity to
ecol ogical wvalu
how to create of
pond creator s,
Kevin Clarke, s
journey of maki
encouraged ot her
same.
FiguBeebes from
for nature talk.




I& al ways nice to attract distinguished visitor
SCC Cabinet Me mber for Environment and Plannin

l{e)

the audience. Marisa is an advocate for communi
an example of best practice in her soci al medi ¢
talk you can view it on our YouTube channel

I nventory of Significant Popds _

We compiled a map sh
ponds in the 4Bs (&8e
article); those t haF
maps and Google Eart
also been made to ph
a rough date for whe .
ed. We produced a Yo
some of these ponds .
article describes th

Figunet@resting pona
wi |l |l ow s i deBsucckrleaantde di
Eamonn Kenwar d ‘

What conclusions can we draw?
Our Ponds for Nature Campaign has raised awarer
i mproved our understanding of these i mportant I
the distribution, ages and origins of significe
hi story of pond making in the 4Bs which provi de
have joined our campaigns reflects a willingnes:s
this |l egacy for the specific purpose of hel pincg
share their contributions through this magazi ne
i's to conti nue tsoc ameh atnfcreo wauhr tphoeh dcsreada tnied nv oa fk sv
ponds. Such networks will facilitate the moveme
ter in their | ife cycle.
Join the Wave of Pond Cr ea3j
The data we have collected f or g \ o Efasel i
conservation efforts. Every neg ¥ Al a
nature, helping wildlife thrivh \ ! ®ed yc
and passion. Winter is a good i a r
for planting and colonising i nj We |
(2.5 x 2.5m pond Iliners) to gi we Cé
selection of plants in the spr wo ul c
for nature campaign, please co ay toc
est using the details bel ow.

Fi gubeeb6of our pon¢ S
Contact Us
We bbi odi ver si tpyoprédernka tulkr/ e4.bhst ml
Email: biodiversityinitiativel@gmail.com
Nature What sApp Group membership: email bi odi ve


biodiversitypark.uk/4bs-pond-for-nature.html
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Sources

Atteberry, J. &herHeDbks Wat e@0EZ3Me, F2ZO0MMPhtAvwasil abl e at :

science.howstuffworks.com/ envi-aomenent.ahlt/mearth/ geophysics/ wat e
Jackson, NJ. (2025) Inventory of Significant Ponds & Lak
Decemberpaxylxs5 to be added. .

WWF (2024) Living IiRAl &ryestt eRepor tPe2024 WWF, Glhtntdps :S/wWitzer
wwf |l pr.awsassets. pandai.wiingghedmas ly s giepe r2i012.4p d f

S/i mon /s an active member of the 4Bs Nature Grout
Team and [ ed the Ponds for Nature Campaign.

Nor man [ s an active member of the 4Bs Nature Gr ol
/ ni tiative Team.

l nventory of Significant Ponds &
Norman Jackson

I ntroduction

Ponds and | akes are an i mportant ecological ass:s
4Bs Biodiversity Initiative, Ponds for Nature (
the ponds and |l akes in the 4Bs | andscape. This
i nventory of our significant ponds and | akes. E
google Earth or directly observable. |l invite r
to i mprove our inventory.

Hi story of Pond Making in the 4Bs

Water i s so essential to Ilife that there is alyv
i's therefore an essenti al part of human habitat
are natural. But this is not the case, most por
bi product of human activity, |ike quarrying.
The psocnadpe of the 4Bs is mainly the resultiof
milling, sand extraction and quarrying 2) the |
and modern times 3) the mitigation of flooding
ponds that residents create in their own garder

anot her .


https://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/earth/geophysics/water-come-from.htm
https://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/earth/geophysics/water-come-from.htm
https://wwflpr.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/2024-living-planet-report-a-system-in-peril.pdf
https://wwflpr.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/2024-living-planet-report-a-system-in-peril.pdf

The most i mportant natur al i nfluences on the di
Mol e and its tributaries and drainagisasnysteamr act
from the Lower Greensand, Fol kestone Sands, nee
sions within the aquifer which have filled witdt
ham resulted in a depression that | ater filled
FiguBiegaificad 1920s < s
and | akes 1in
an indication pre-1910
E 1 h 1950s, ost 2014
! gur e. S oW p03t1887 1980
significant p pre-1914\
i n the 4Bs | 4
ponds that ar , 1730s 1830684-'0
maps and Goog S
categorise th 1961-7\2‘" 0 / * ¢ saxon?
assign them a ’ 5
approxi mate d pre-1885" *
Expl anati ons
i s provided [ 2023—4 1600’s?
bel ow. The pa pre-1885
reveal s that 2010 KEY
and | akes hayv 1960s? A .
i ormer quarries
lomg anding f_( @ Ponds within
l andscape whi drainage system
ponds are rel @® Village ponds
i n origin. @ Farm ponds
@ Resident ponds
-2
Betchworth 9
&) _Ladios Betchworth Ponds
6
7 5 Buckland™ The di stribution of the | ar
4 ‘ shown in Figure 2.
Betchworth . . . .
Fi guMep2o0f the more signifioc
4 The Stables oyponds i n Betchworth
2 Wonhan 1
10
Wonham P'llf}J
House or Angloftd
Sy &
/
b
Snowerhill Farm I(;\.%
14  cGadbrook b g )’1
(;I:Q l).urﬁ fzu.n‘y
13
18
Littlé'Abbot's Farm
1‘.'6"0(1«,(00:‘}'7.\”“
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The ol dest pond in the 4Bs is |ikely to be at
dammi ng Shag Br ook,
The site may well have been a mill with a pond
Book of 1086. I't is quite probable that there

FiguwenBam MiithePohdlest pond in the

Mill pond

Shag Bradk be!ciwni 2
Pond making
Betchworth
connected t
dammi ng of
i 1 4 1888-1913 map show! nd dam
( Fi g ur e 4 ) that produce:‘::e?\o;: ::)c:d hadabeen
carved a Vv a constructed. The water from this pond
T h e S treet powered a small water wheel (below)
1875 map shows
a Slough Brook running "‘h?ﬁ!-':-m :

FiguMepd sho HEUA] thG posh S s
progressive
Sl ough Br ookl
line of pondf.
An estate malp6 E&mé hoblwe IShAobegh Brook as a natur al
poundments. But the 18111 élfjeamdDrawsimgws g cseri es
er part of the valley (location 2 Figure 2)- su
to late 1700s as part of Georgian estate | ands
1875 and 1888 to create the | arger northern po
pond is a water wheel shown in Figure 4. So th
pond is over 225 years old and the northern po



FiguBet 8hworth north (left) and south

North of Old Reigate Road, Slough Brook may hawyv
stew pond for a possible monastic site, but the
Records show that Broome Park 'beotndy wedecaes i
vidence indicated that a | ar'Gengaund .wadh opgrogs ar
how it was wused as a boatinag

ake 1%93@dmend 40
Figure 6) Acco
our ce,l9i790 &t dhlel ¢
he tightening
am near the Re
onger consi

Q.""BU):Q_""U)"\_U)(D

Figurmaes of t
Park | ake (top
shall ow pond

Further to the north, three ponds have been cr e
(location 5 and 6 Figure 2) and Figure 7.

Figufker&&e ponds created within the drainage




There is a pond in Knights nursery (location 7)
often dry in summer. North of the A25 a mature
ago in the garden of a newly built house (pond
so it holds water all year round. While it can
bal anced by winter rainfall. The pond at Sunny
and is very shallow (pond C in Figure 8)

Fi guPen8s at | ocations 7(A), 8(B) ar

Moving o south Betchworth, there
|l ake at Wonham Manor (location 11
ti mes when the house and gardens
in 1787. The 1895 OS map shows al

property. But the present | ake w;
fami |l y19%®0& Dee report suggests o
remodel l ing the | ake.

FiguwenBam Manor Lake

To the west
Manor , there
established,
overgrown po
|l ocations 11
14.

Fi gurleonlgd est

I hed, but
ds at |l oc

12 (B)

O>»o ™
i B

P
(
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south Betchworth t

I n here are three ponds on or
Hall s Farm (|l ocation 16) and at Woodstock Farm
by the owner of 1t96€0 Opy olpeirlt ¢i meg a hwei r on the b
depression that had been excavated adjacent to
2010, a few metres from the br &olkromuntdhe8 ditt e ec
|l edges at various depths around the edge incluc
and trafjudddénvesyg used to waterproof it. A number
and the | evel never falls, even during the sumr
year frasmmglendrhéewater in the pond.

Fi gurLeefltl t o ponds at Hall Farm (l ocati

t
Little Abbots (location 18).

ri
an

gh
d

The pond at Little Abbotts ( 5 coul
as the-friameédr buil ding cl ose _/7/3 t
. /.’-—4—:—\ v
mid 17th century (1650s). Th| wiimm 4 e ~~lar m
. - 1 \ Suwhitelands
clay pond is at | east 150 ye 2. ¢ . Ippec
map dated 1865. __///;// ) ﬁ 27
'-:_ N\‘\'\J“L
v 3 3
Brockham Ponds T
Figure 12 shows the main pon 45sBr6ckham8 “d Br
Fi gurMailn2 pond ¢
Brockham and Fa,”n‘;"c‘f)‘g'a'geig N %
The pond at Il ocationl is &no 5 Sl e L
owned and maintained by Dork \ ] Z Joci e
lts origin is |likely to have ramiouse ) .53 |ned
River Mole. DAA is currently]l® g =R anc
the pond. 115 Strood
Green

Fi g urPeu dld3e n
Hol e Lake (
currently b
devel oped b
Dorking Ang
Association a
Castlefield L
al so a DAA fi
bel ow Bet chwo
Castl e

Mp



The |l arge rectangul ar pond bel ow Betchworth Cas:s
most | ikely created das tpraarnts foofr nBaetti connwoirnttho Paa rGke
engraving by Samuel and Nathani el Buck shows a
bel ow the house. The pr ' i

tained by Dorking Angl
13).

On the opposite bank
(Location 3) is a mat
garden (Figure 14).

Fi gurPeonldd at Ifx

#The pond at | ocation 4 Kkn
#Road Pond, is the result
brook. OS maps show t hat
has always been marshy bu
created bet#lwegen IThel pond
aged by Brockham Angling

Fi gadBkoach Road Pond (1l oce
used by Brockham angl ers

The ponds at | ocatio e

grounds of private r

|l ocation 7 is known

maps Iindicate that

before 1887 and it i s

now a commerci al h o

fishing.

Fi gurTehel 60l d Quarry

7.
The pond at | ocatic
pond opposite the L
Mi ddl e Street. It
1895 OS map. Whil e
| ocation 10 is a ne
associated with t he
ow residential deve
Fi gurPeonld7s at | ocat
(Left) and 10 (Ri gt
map Figure 12.




|
|

The two ponds at | ocation 11 are part of -Z2heasle
part of a |l ocal flood control scheme.
Fi gurGnel8Tf the two ponds in Tanners Mea
B k I 1 g:’":(;:‘gz' % Buckland 3 Bushy {r"
u A ;Gveen s
ckland Ponds & I ° N Mol
The distribution of 2 e
Buckl and is shown in \“\‘\
% 8 |
24825 ;("‘f- 6
FigurDei st i buti on of = 50\ 7
b)l\ Par!
BUCkImNOmr\NKBuckland ('
Qﬁb Park ‘)“W
() /_722': 4 \
all /41’/" \\"“- ./'
e 'Y Heath gl
The Stahlec Dungate's s 3
The northern most pond in
Figure 19) was created by
flyears ago. This pond is fe
=t he wetter months.
FigurPon2d0 at | ocation 1 1in
A pair of ponds shown on t
#f ound at |l ocation 2 Figure
ern tributary of Slough Br

Buckl and village pon
was originally suppl
junction of the Gaul
Greensand.

Fi gurBeuc2kll and



The age of the pond is not known but from the
was attributed to the fall in the water table
the sout h.

Buckl and has four | akes (locations 4,6, 7, 8 Fic
Commer ci ®slangli woec&ki ng began in the 1920s with Bl

formed ic9 2&80)2d4 expanded t-h0bhghemther yni dLar ge sca

pit, now Buckland Park Lake (location 4) and Te
expanded in the 1950s and continued to 1990 anc
end the pits were progressively allowed to fl oc
transform the worked pits into | akes, with the

(fi shi nbgasewatacrti vities and public access).
Fi gur@oo2g2 e Earth photo of the Buckl a

kl and Park Lake in particular, is an importe
|l ic access and t he opepooarsteudn iatcyt ifvort iaesr.ange c

Fi gurLeook3 ng north across Buckland Pa

My



Box Hill Ponds & Lak
Box Hill i's underl ain b
generally retain surfac
permeability. The only
artificially lined. The C
and seen on Google Eart C
the Bell asis Estate in €
(Figure 24). The house r
| andscapda® 208 ot htehe pond
date from this ti me.

Fi gurPeon2d4 ( A) a

on the Bell asi ,

Bellasis House"\ e

Il nteresting story from Susie Stevans
/| used to work at High Ashurst, just uphil |l [Fr
mi gration of froglets from the Bellasis ponds.
there was no body of water at Hi gh Ashurst. Ma)
wi t hout exaggerating the ground was carpeted t/
Summary
This baseline inventory of the ponds and | akes
ponds and 4 | akes. These water containment feat
various purposes. A significant number have bee
stable habitat for pond I ife. While most of the
small er ponds are overgrown and silted up. Whil
enhance existing ponds it i s-maikkelgy wiHdt ban y omt
relief schemes.
This inventory should be viewed as an initial &
t he 4Bs. I f you have knowledge about the ponds
biodiversityinitiativel@gmail.com
Vi shittt ps: / / www. bi odi vherbs it taytpoa riki.midk / omatt emor e about the 4Bs



https://www.biodiversitypark.uk/watery-habitats.html

Ecological Principles for a

Edi tor: | asked Chatgpt to [denti fy any ecol og.

mai nt enance of our od@whémanmnds. This I s what

A natural, healthy pond is mucth@&@ markealt danoaedusti
ecosystem. There are a number of features that
pond an ideal habitat wit 4Bs Pond for Nature ud e
fl ourish. Whi | e moBtth epyo nhq ¥

been created by peopl ¢

time and for a variety of

them thrives when certain |,

draw on hese principles, ["

ponds.

1. Structural Diversity

T Varied depths: Shall ow edges (where most | if
deeper zones for resilience in drought.

T Sheltered margins: Overhanging vegetation,
refuge, and microhabitats.

T Complex shoreline: Ilrregul amsendges shadéed, ds
and exposed spots.

2. Diversity of Native Aquatic and Marginal Pl ¢
Pl ant diversity means more niches and food for
I
r

pond is i kely to host:

f Submerged plants (e.g., pondweeds, hor nwort )
T Floateaged pl antlsi I(iee.sg,. ,f rwoagtbeirt ) regul ate | i
T Emergent plants (e.g., reeds, rushes, irise:
perches for insects.

1T Marginal damp plants (e.g., marsh marigol d,

to dry habitat.

3. Absence (or Low Numbers) of Fish

Wil dlife ponds thrive best without fish. They ¢
invertebrates, and reduce water clarity.

4. Availability of Clean, Unpolluted Water

Nat ur al sustained by rain or groundwater deri ve
contaminated-rwicthhrfuennttifl i Seach water is | ow in
cause algae to flourish. Good oxygen |l evels ar e

5 Connectivity to Surroundings

Wil dlife corridors (hedges, wildfl ower meadows,
Varied habitat or aughinglrade, poardshppwoodlaadd ved g
ani mals eg bats, birds and insects. The ecozongce
l' i kely to be an i mportant environment for biodi



6 . Rich I nvertebrate and Amphibian Life

Heal thy ponds teem with dragonflies, mayflies,
(frogs, toads, newts) breed sucfcerssfwadt ¢gr stxhwirteh
cover. Abundant invertebrates mean more food fc
7. Natural I nputs and Microhabitats

T Dead woodirienf uvpda efror | arvae, nutrient cyclin
1T Leaf ifootdefor detritivores, though not i n ex
f Suexposediwarrelmswat er helps invertebrates and
1T Shaded iaeepaswater cool, preventing complete
8. DynanmSuwst aSienifng Bal ance

A good pond manages its own cycles without cons:s
and dieback of plants, and natural colonisatior
Summary : A healthy pond is generally shallow v
fi-heesf erdgi-npilcahnt and connected to its surroundi
clean water, and plenty of niches for wildlife.

iwe Al ways Wanted a Pond
Rachel Studhol me

ébut | never got round to making one, until [
campai gn. I motivated myself to make a small wi
encouraging some natural slug predators. Of <col
predators as wel |! When we moved into our hous
Il woul d maf ' 7

container

pond. The

sequence o0

il lustrate

stages of

struction v Wt

surprising O

forward de

ging into

trough is

so | added

rocks to c

| ower area

a stick to

mal s to cl

al so added

selection of plants including oxygenators donat
that many insects, frogs and newts wi t e

Rachel s an active
Group and a member of




My Wildlife Pond
Kevin Clarke

Why do | have a pond?

This i1 s dionheatdhiinng mi nd for the past few years b
gardening for biodiversity talk given by Paul F
starter kit by the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative
i ng my experiences in the hope of encouraging
How did I select the |l ocation for my pond?

l@d read that the more sun the better and knowin
put 1t in the middle of the garden. The preferr
housed@bat rleady converted most& ojfustthea |vaiwnd ftloo vae
which partly blocks the view from the house.

How was t
By me wi't
I
h

e dug?

e

h

h
ed in July
was too ar
September b
it became t
hands! ), so

til Mar c h
ntage of
wn by Oct
nd filled

e winter

T o< Cc
> O 0O S

What shape

Roughly <cir

ramp to the

|l ong grasse

centre of t

deep with a

deep; the di

2m.

What happened to the turf and spoil ?

I |l aid the turf on some sand turf went around t
building sand). The spoil w&sosetgwthavedaasmaht
managed to recycle everything.

How much did it cost me?

Absolutely nothing! The |l iner and Gnogar ddnitrmg ff
bi odiversity. I f | had bought these it would he
came from another 4Bs enthuswastol Thetsdrooendt
years (yes, I had a pond in mind for ages!). A
family gifts (I thankfully have a birthday in |



What have | | e
Because | was
should have pl

amount of
hot . Thi s
ating lilie

overl ooked t

f

orgot to ge

stop sharp sto

it i s esta
benefits t

" \the 4Bs

Wh at wildlife have |

®"The pond has proved
with cats and birds
drink. Of courdsewi Itd
but they act | ike it
As soon as | added 't
then dragonflies wer

' There might be a few
St hat -wownerred in the
“section butd malydemoh
when word gets @&r oun
wfree accommodati on g
dboul der in the deer
“together with | ots ¢
this i s a perfect coa
hi bernation apparent

arnt ?
eager @ odifgnashdeep 280241, wamnmt ech a
anned tbheef oproesaittiinogn tfhoer wihled fploonwle r

evaporation wa-$ howsverwnyleaokddsi bewar
is reduced by having murky water
s are a good idea).

he need to oxygenate the water bl

t a blanket to underlie the I|iner
léns spurec tpuroifreg siito)nal s use beddi ni

blished | have enjoyed contempl at
o me and to wildlife, far exceed

Kevin Clarke is an active member of the

Biodiversity I nitiative Team




Never Too Ol d to Make Anoth
Sarah Sul zmann

|l have quite a |l arge pond towards the end of my
day, it has naturalised water | ilies, | ots of v
water boatmen, beetles etc. We watch the dragor
hot can see a grass snake having a @s whamw e nids | forc
when | heard the 4Bs were having a meeting abot
wonder ful opportunity to have a pond nearer t he
dragonflies and hopefully get &s omoev & riorg sf ibrrsete d i

frog and toad spawn so you tend not to get bott

SAs | am 71 and my |
®recovering from seé . . wiis,
Mdidnfeel confiden k) 'V P Flage
dig a pond, my s o iy r o
the old shrubs anc : g fr
the 4Bs biodiversi SO U Nt
to help me dig the A
Saturday morning ,zj‘y [
formative pond tal i aul
Ritchie, we set t 2" mo
the digging in the oug
flint | ayer and i cl
heavy going and h
coffees and cake, B A
Rachel, it was |I|o 0 RSy 42 n
person and get to knowba&asaed toadhlkr lbvearmi et ame
as | knew we were in for heavy rain and | want e

FiguBeqdence of photos showing the

® O DO
- @ >

—c =~ @ -

D «Q D
o3 - Snuo T

i n the centre with | edges all the
r the bottom and |l edges. | then | &
th for my aching back.

H N



It rained during the night and by the morning
pull ed down. | decided to use a double | ayer of
cover the black shiny liner. I think this wild!@l
get in and out as its relatively steep sided. |
the kit through small slits in the hessian and
pl annedh. tlhidnokn my | edges are wide eno@sgh osmetihfi n
to consider in a smal.l pond the | edges stild]l n e
you need quite a deep centre i f you want | il i es
Siphoning in a whole water butt of rain water f
through heavy rain getting soaked to the skin
hanging around and | aid a sandstone edge from s
given me miniature water | ilies which | quarant
and | am planting up the bank with native ferns
surrounding area is camelias and rhododendrons
of hidindglplad cse®s put
and stumps .

FiguMe Rompl et
My wildlife pond tu
formal and ornament
intended with a ciri
for practical reasof ~o
and natur@l i BetanbhHte
and bank grow | ong
been a really sati
|l ooking forward to
and what it wil/l | o
hopefully home to si& :
to the 4Bs for the inspiration and
motivation of a free pond starter kit and to Re
cof fee and cake by the pond.

Not Your Typical Pond
Phil Wickson

Spock would @& obapodéydsaiym buttBundbt aaswewekhaoawowwViul
have green fingers. | reworked a raised bed to
and depth attainable with the 2.5%2.B5mdgored sliitr
Il nitiat i yve

Fi guMe
rectanc
wi | dli &




I chose a site that | hope is ideal. 't i s next
oak tree. This should minimise pond weed build
|l carefully removed all stones from the sandy ¢
the spring | wildl pl ant the banks to provide cc
prosm@erparliti cularly hoping it will attract and

Thank you to Si©n for the Blackthorn runners.

B i N
7

Phil 1 s a regular contributor to the Nat

Royal ©Oak Wildlife Pond Up
Chri s Coll i er

This summer witnessed a significant devel opment
t he Royal Oak Pub in Brockham, when | began to
turn a small patch of wasteland at the bottom c
car park into a haven for wildlife.

Fi guReyal Oak Pub, Brockham Green

Si mon Fellows, who is |l eading the 4Bs ponds for
nature campaign, Vvisited the site and suggestec
design for my wildlife garden, the centre piece
which was a | arge pond (Figure 2)

Figuwel @1 i fe haven design made by Simon Fello



