
Sorbus Learning
Ponds for Nature



A national survey in 2016 ɀnot good news!

2 10/16/2025 © 2023 Sorbus Learning CIC All Rights Reserved



The Threats?
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Factors 
affecting 

urban 
wildlife

Loss of green & 
blue space

Tidier 
gardening

Water & air 
pollution

Non-native 
species

Changes to 
buildings

Fragmentation 
of habitat

Since 1950 about 50% 
ponds have been lost in 
UK & Europe!



The Answer?
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,ÉÖÉÎÇ ,ÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅÓȣ

ȣÁ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ÆÏÒ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ Á ÃÏÈÅÒÅÎÔ 
& resilient ecological network within 
Surrey for future generations.

ȣmaking space for nature

CREATE A POND



Ecological connectivity?
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Box Hill

My pond

BetchworthBrockham

Buckland



What do wet habitats or features look like?

6 10/16/2025 © 2023 Sorbus Learning CIC All Rights Reserved



1. Homes for wildlife
What wildlife will visit my pond?



Invertebrates

ÅDragonflies & damselflies

ÅPond skaters (surface)

ÅWhirligig beetles

ÅWater boatman (swimmers)

ÅDiving beetles

ÅWater snails (crawlers)
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Amphibians

ÅDuring day amphibians hide in cool dark places

ÅNocturnal feeding so leave long grass for prey

ÅCreate log piles & stones for hibernation

ÅBrash piles allow animals to hide

ÅAvoid using chemicals!
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/newt
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Reptiles

ÅGrass snake

ÅSlow worm

ÅCommon lizard

ÅCompost piles attract snakes 
& slow worms
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Birds

ÅKingfisher?

ÅWagtails to feed

ÅSong birds to drink

ÅHeron ɀ frogs & fish
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Mammals

ÅBats ɀ feeding on midges

ÅHedgehogs ɀ drinking

ÅDog (or fox)?
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2. Biodiversity
What plants should I put in my wildlife pond?



Pond Profile

Aquatic plants need different 
ÄÅÐÔÈÓ ÏÆ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÆÌÏÕÒÉÓÈȣ

ÅDeep water = submerged 
& floating plants

ÅShallows = emergent & 
floating plants

ÅEdge = marginal, wetland 
& bog plants 

NB: Oxygenators vital!
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You cannot have too many oxygenators!
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ÅHornwort

ÅWater starwort

ÅMarsh pennywort

ÅWater crowfoot

ÅMarestail

ÅFrogbit (free-floating)



Floating plants

ÅWhite water lily (rooted)

ÅBroad-leaved pond weed

ÅWater soldier

ÅFrogbit (free-floating)

ÅWater crowfoot

ÅDuckweed?
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Marginal plants

ÅYellow flag iris

ÅPurple loosestrife

ÅSoft rush

ÅReed sweet grass

ÅLesser pond sedge

ÅWater mint?
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Wetland & bog plants

ÅRagged robin

ÅCreeping jenny

ÅBogbean

ÅWater avens

ÅPurple loosestrife

ÅPendulous sedge?
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3. Creating a habitat
What features should I create in my pond?



&ÉÖÅ ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÓÔÅÐÓȣ

ÅA bank reduces digging & soil

ÅSafety of wildlife & people?

ÅThickness of liner etc?
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Step 1 
Mark out 

Pond

Step 2
Lift turf & 
put to one 

side

Step 3
Dig out 
layers & 

keep level

Step 4
Cover soil 
with sand, 
carpet or 

felt

Step 5
Fit liner & 
fill with 
water



Dig out layers at different depths
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Cover soil to protect liner
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Fit liner & fill with water
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